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PUBLIC MEETING ON THE EAST 
AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE. 


An influential public meeting was held 
in the Long Parlour of the Mansion House 
on Thursday, July 25, for the purpose of 
receiving information ’ with regard to the 
slave-trade in East Africa, and also for the 
purpose of taking steps with a view to the 
suppression of the traffic. The Right Hon. 
the Lord Mayor (Sir Sills John Gibbons, 
Bart.) presided, and there was a large at- 
tendance of ladies and gentlemen. Amon 
those present were Lord Stratheden an 
Campbell, Sir Bartle Frere, G.C.S.I., K.C.B. 

member of the Indian Council, and late 

overnor of Bombay), Sir Thomas Fowell 
Buxton, M.P., the Right Hon. Russell 
Gurney, M.P. ’ (Recorder of London), Sir 
Thomas Chambers, M.P., Mr. J. H. Ken- 
naway, M. “ the Hon. Arthur Kinnaird, 
M.P., Mr. R. N. Fowler, M.P., Mr. C. 
Gilpin, M. P " Major-General Ri gby, the 
Rey. Principal Willis, D.D. (of Tenseta), 
Mr. Edmund Sturge, Mr. George Sturge, 
Mr. Robert Alsop, Mr. George Thompson, 





Mr. Andrew Johnston, M.P., Mr. W. H. 
Smith, M.P., Mr. H. Richard, M.P., Mr. 
Arthur Mills, Mr. H. J. Ker Porter, the 
Rev. Benjamin Millard (secretary of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society), 
the Rev. J. Hume (late missionary in 
Jamaica), the Rev. Horace Waller (late 
missionary in East Africa and companion 
of Dr. Livingstone), Mr. J.Gurney Barclay, 
Mr. Samuel Gurney, Mr. William Allen, 
the Hon. E. F. Rye, Mr. William Tallack 
(secretary of the Howard Association), the 
Rev. Dr. Binney, &c. The Earl of Shaftes- 
bury and the ishop of Winchester wrote 
to say that previous engagements prevented 
them from being present. 

The Lorp Mayor, in opening the proceed- 
ings, said he had very great pleasure in pre- 
siding over the meeting, believing, as he did, 
that most beneficial results would arise from it. 


Tae House or Lorps ON THE SLAVE-TRADE. 


He was glad to find that in the House of 
Lords notice had been taken of the continu- 
ance of slavery on the East Coast of Africa. 
His right hon. friend on his right (the Re- 
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corder) had been associated with a Committee 
of the House of Commons, who had issued a 
report, showing clearly the necessity of moro 
active measures being taken towards the sup- 
pression of slavery on that coast. Unfortu- 
nately, no very active measure had been taken 
in reference to the report, but he felt sure that 
something effectual could be done. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Sir Bartte Frere moved the following 
resolution :— 


“That whilst this meeting rejoices to 
know that the slave-trade has been sup- 
pressed on the West Coast of Africa, it 
has learned with the most profound regret 
that the slave-trade continues to exist to a 
very large extent in the eastern parts of 
that continent. The attention of this 
meeting has been specially turned to that 
branch of it which is carried on with un- 
diminished horrors on the coasts adjacent, 
and opposite to the islands of Pemba and 
Zanzibar. This portion of the traffic, by 
which a large part of the mainland is 
depopulated and laid waste, is carried on 
under the partial sanction of certain 
treaties between Great Britain and Zan- 
zibar, the effect of which treaties was 
reported by a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons last year ‘to have 
been found not only insufficient to protect 
the negro tribes in the interior of Africa 
from destruction, but rather to foster the 
trade in slaves’ ; this meeting would there- 
fore respectfully urge upon Her Majesty’s 
Government to take steps for the prompt 
abrogation of these treaties, and to carry 
out in other respects the recommendations 
embodied in the report of the Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons to secure 
the entire abolition of-the slave-trade in 
Eastern Africa.” 


LETTER FROM AN OLD ABOLITIONIST. 


In moving the resolution he said that he 
very lately saw a letter from an old abolitionist, 
now verging on his ninetieth year, one who had 
known Wilberforce and Clarkson, and had been 
an intimate friend of Mackintosh and Horner, 
and in that letter the writer said: “I have 
‘been struck with horror at reading the details 
of the slave-trade on the East Coast of Africa, 
as given in the late Blue-book. Thirty-five 
years ago I went to sleep in the belief that the 
slave-trade was finally dead and almost buried, 
and I have been ever since nursing myself in 
the hope that the utter extinction of the traffic 
was a thing of the past, and that it had been 
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effectually suppressed. I now find that a slave- 
trade worse than anything that was ever 
known on the West Coast of Africa is flourish- 
ing and still in vigour, under our eyes on the 
East Coast of Africa, and partly under the 
protection of the British Government. (Hear, 
hear.) It seems to me we must all buckle on 
our armour again, and again fight the old fight 
of abolishing the slave-trade.” He thought 
these sentiments very nearly represented the 
feelings of the great majority of the people in 
this country. 


THE SLAVE-TRADE AGAIN REVIVED. 


They had all believed that the slave-trade 
was dead and buried, and they now found 
as a novelty, and a thing that came upon 
them as an unpleasant fact, that the slave- 
trade was again revived; and, worse than all, 
that it had been revived to some extent under 
the unconscious protection of the British flag. 
He did not suppose that, at the present time, 
there was any one who differed much from his 
neighbour as to the abominations of the slave- 
trade, and perhaps there were not many who 
doubted their duty to do as much as they could 
to put it down. 


COMMERCE BETWEEN INDIA AND East AFRICA. 


He might mention one or two facts that 
came under his own observation when he was 
employed on the Western Coast of India. Be- 
fore we had anything to do directly with the 
Government of India, or any colonies in Africa, 
there was an immense trade, healthy and 
vigorous, which had been going on for ages 
between Eastern Africa and India. The early 
navigators said that they found there consider- 
able freedom, a certain amount of civilisation, 
and a very large amount of trade with India. 
A century after that the country had been for 
the greater part occupied by the Portuguese, 
in some part by Englishmen, and its commerce 
and prosperity had declined. Something had 
been done since then to revive a legitimate 
trade there, and there was a very considerable 
trade with other countries in Europe. That 
trade was capable of enormous development. 
The unhealthy districts were all on the coast. 
The interior was well watered and healthy, 
and yet the inhabitants had been swept from 
it within living memory by the slave-trade. 
Large regions had been depopulated, and that 
was the state in which it was now found. It 
was since we made ourselves masters of the 
Indian seas that the slave-trade had grown to 
its present dimensions, 


Our TREATIES A FAILURE. 


Lord Palmerston’s attention was directed to 
the slave-trade on the East Coast of Africa, 
and treaties were at length negotiated with 
the view of paving the way for the extinction 
of the trade. But it was quite clear those 
treaties had not answered their purpose, and 
that the changed circumstances required a 
revision of them. For the extinction of the 
slave-trade, indeed, the revision of those 
treaties was of vital importance. (Hear, hear.) 
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WHAT HAVE WE TO DO WITH East AFRICA ? 


It might be asked, What had we in England 
to do with the affairs of that distant part of 
the globe? We had this to do with them, 
that it was mainly since we established our- 
selves in India and the Indian Seas that the 
slave-trade had grown to its present dimen- 
sions. It was quite clear that the treaties 
made a comparatively short time ago had failed 
to answer their purpose, and that changed cir- 
cumstances required their revision—(hear, 
hear)—and that speedily, for other objects 
besides the extinction of the slave-trade. That 
being so, it seemed to him that it was high 
time that the great interests in the city of 
London should bestir themselves, and speak 
out with no dubious voice to the Government 
as to what they would have done. He did not 
believe there was any one in Her Majesty’s 
Government, or any one who could be called 
to the councils of Her Majesty, to whom this 
matter would be indifferent ; and he was quite 
sure there was no Prime Minister, past, pre- 
sent, or future, who would not earnestly attend 
to this question if it were only brought before 
him as one of the pressing questions of the 
day, and one which deserved attention among 
the hundred other subjects which demanded 
attention on every side. (Applause.) 


Sir Tuomas FowrEtt Buxton seconded the 
resolution. 


LITTLE EXCUSE FOR IGNORANCE. 


The Slave-trade Papers had from year to 
year contained a mass of information on the 
subject, furnished by captains and others, 
which left no doubt that a tremendous evil 
was going on; but at present there was little 
excuse for the ignorance that existed on the 
subject. 

Our INTERFERENCE. 


Zanzibar was the port through which the 
trade was carried on. In many cases we had 
treated the State of Zanzibar very much in 
the way we treated the native States of India. 
We had interfered in its political affairs and 
its internal arrangements. That and other 
circumstances showed we had a certain autho- 
rity in that part and in the islands about it; 
and if the evil of the slave-trade continued the 
world would hold us responsible for it in a 
great degree. 


Our InrerEst TO ABOLISH THE SLAVE- 
TRADE. 


It was not only matter of duty, but of 
interest to us. There was a large English 
trade in the hands of native Indians, who were 
Her Majesty’s subjects; and we had year by 
year to send one or two ships out to protect 
their interests on the coast. Besides, it was 
capable of proof that the people were becoming 
customers for our goods to an enormous extent. 
Im 1861 Zanzibar took 1,350,000 dollars’ worth 
of cotton goods ; cotton being, in fact, the coin 
of the country. 

The motion was put and carried unani- 
mously, 
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The Right Honorable Russzxru Gurnry 
(the RecorDER of Lonpon, M.P.) proposed 
the next resolution : 


“That in view of the sentiments of the 
people of England which have been so dis- 
tinctly pronounced on this subject during 
the whole of the present century, it is the 
opinion of this meeting that they will 
cheerfully sanction, through their repre- 
sentatives, the very limited expenditure 
which for a short period may be required 
for the total suppression of the traffic.” 

His IMPRESSIONS. 


The right honorable gentleman said he had 
no personal knowledge on the subject to give 
them, but it so happened that he was chair- 
man of the Committee of the House of Com- 
mons which sat on the subject last year, and 
it was right that he should state the impres- . 
sions made on his mind by the evidence to 
which he had listened. The first impression 
made on his mind was that of the old aboli- 
tionist whose letter they had heard read, and 
that was bitter disappointment that the trade 
had to be fought over again. The trade was 
carried on to an extent that they had very 
little idea of until very recent times, and it 
would compare well with the horrors they had 
read of in former days. To a great extent no 
doubt this country had succeeded in the efforts 
it had made to suppress the slave-trade on the 
West Coast of Africa, and that coast, formerly 
the scene of dreadful horrors, was now the 
scene of profitable commerce. 


Tue WITNESSES ON THE SLAVE-TRADE. 


He was struck with the character of the 
witnesses who gave evidence before the Com- 
mittee. They were not theorists or philan- 
thropists—they were almost entirely expe- 
rienced official persons, who were accustomed 
to look at the matter with great care, and 
they included Sir Bartle Frere, who was long 
Governor of Bombay, the Consuls from Aden 
and Zanzibar, and various naval officers—all 
of them persons who were not likely to look 
at the trade through any distorted medium. 


THE Resutts.—Staves ExporTED—SARIFICE 
oF LIFE. 


The result of their evidence established be- 
yond all doubt that in the course of five years, 
ending 1866-67, the total number of registered 
slaves exported from Kilwa was upwards of 
97,200, giving an average of nearly 20,000 
a year during those five years, and in the last 
year the number had not decreased. On each 
of the slaves shipped through the Custom- 
house at Kilwa the Sultan levied a tax of 
24 dollars, and an additional tax of 2 dollars 
was paid on every slave landed at Zanzibar, so 
that the Sultan derived about £20,000 a year 
from that source. It seemed a dreadful thing 
that such a number should be carried every 
year into slavery. More than that, not one in 
five captured for purposes of slavery ever 
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reached the coast of Kilwa. That was proved 
to the Committee beyond all doubt. Dr. 
Livingstone put the number at four-fifths. 
The Committee could come to no other con- 
clusion than that not less than 100,000 persons 
were annually captured for the purpose of 
being carried into slavery. Originally the 
slaves now sold were brought from the opposite 
sea-coast. Now the slaves came from not less 
than 500 miles inland. They travelled with- 
out any protection or shelter, and the result 
was that they died on the journey in the pro- 
portion he had stated. 


Country DEVASTATED. 


In 1851 Dr. Livingstone described flourish- 
ing villages in the Lake Nyassa district—mills 
grinding corn, workmen weaving cotton, and 
the people, as a rule, living in happiness and 
contentment. Ten years afterwards, when he 
went there, he said the country was not to be 
recognised, and that wild beasts overran the 
villages. Districts near Kilwa, extending to 
ten or twelve days’ journey, which a few years 
ago were thickly populated, were now entirely 
uninhabited. An Arab who had lately returned 
from Lake Nyassa informed him that he tra- 
velled for seventeen days through a country 
covered with ruined towns and villages, which 
a few years ago were inhabited by two great 
tribes, but in which a living soul was not now 
to be seen. 


Our Duty. 


Supposing this country had the power of 
diminishing the attendant horrors of the Slave- 
trade, the question was, should we hesitate for 
a single instant as to what our duty ought to 
be? (Cheers.) No one could picture to him- 
self what were the miseries undergone by the 
100,000 persons dragged year after year from 
their homes and carried into slavery. Surely, 
to say nothing about humanity, it was a mere 
common national duty for the country to sup- 
press these evils. (Hear, hear.) These were 
some of the results of the Slave-trade, and he 
was quite sure that no one, picturing to him- 
self these 100,000 persons dragged from their 
homes, would hesitate in pressing on the Go- 
vernment what he believed was a national duty 
—namely, to put this trade down. 


How To BE ACCOMPLISHED. 


The question came, Was it in their power to 
suppress this traffic? A few years ago a treaty 
was made with the Sultan of Zanzibar, and for 
a sum of £8,000 it might have been almost 
entirely suppressed. The Sultan was willing 
to forego the duty which he levied for the 

yment of that amount for some few years. 
They heard about the increase of taxes, but he 
did: not think there was a lady or gentleman 
present who would not pay 100 times their 
share of the taxation to produce such a result ; 
‘gnd those who had charge of the national fund 
should know the opinion of the people of 
England on this point. Of the £8,000, the 
Tndian Government were willing to pay half, as 
mere matter of interest. Moreover, some 
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time ago, proposals were made by the Indian: 
Government to provide additional agents on 
the coast, with the view of checking the trade, 
at an expenditure of £3,000; but our Govern-. 
ment refused to pay £1,500—half the expen- 
diture—for which application was made to- 
them. 


Our INTEREST TO SuPPRESS THE SLAVE- 
TRADE. 


One word in conclusion, as to their interest 
in putting down the slave-trade, apart from the 
question of humanity. He had referred to 
the increase of commerce on the Western Coast 
of Africa. He believed they were being repaid 
every year for the expenditure in putting down 
the slave-trade there, and that the same results 
would ensue on the East Coast. They might 
make the natives understand that there was a 
much better use for their children than selling 
them for two yards of cotton. The Germans, 
Americans, and French had the same interest 
in the matter as the English, for they would 
all share in any benefit from the increase of 
commerce. (Hear, hear.) 


Mr. W. H. Smitu, M.P., seconded the mo- 
tion, and in doing so he remarked that the 
speech of the Recorder proved that we were 
parties to the horrible and detestable slave- 
traffic by having refused to make a payment of 
£8,000. 


ALL WILLING TO PAY THE £8,000. 


He did not believe there was any person, 
from the lowest to the highest, who would not 
willingly bear a portion of the expenses of 
wiping away this stain upon the country. 
(Hear, hear.) We were spending large sums 
on the Army and Navy, and making costly 
experiments, with regard to which many 
persons entertained grave doubts; and, while 
they were thus spending money by millions, 
could it be eupposed for a single moment that 
money spent by pounds would be grudged for 
a purpose that would benefit the whole human 
race? (Hear, hear.) 


Our RESPONSIBILITIES. 


If we were rich and powerful we had duties 
and responsibilities attaching to those riches 
and that power, and the period of the decadence 
of England would be reached when we should 
cease to care for the weak and the suffering 
and the oppressed. (Cheers.) He supported 
the resolution, believing that the House of 
Commons, as representatives of the people of 
this country, would grant whatever sum of 
money might be necessary to put an end to 
this accursed and detestable traffic. (Renewed 
cheers.) 


The Rev. Horace WALLER supported the 
resolution— 


THE CRUELTIES OF THE SLAVE-TRADE 


—and took occasion to describe the cruelties 
to which the unfortunate slaves were subjected 
while being conveyed to the slave-market at 
Zanzibar. They were bought, he said, for 
twelve or fifteen feet of calico, in most cases 
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“for two yards, and when the market was slack 
the slaver supplied some chief with guns and 
told him to go and settle his quarrels with his 

‘neighbours. A war of reprisals ensued, and 

.the natives captured were sold to the slaver 

‘for next to nothing. Moreover, while the male 

population were away fighting, the women were 

.afraid to go into the fields for fear of being 
kidnapped, and a famine ensued with terrible 

‘results, boys and girls being sold for as much 
corn as would fill his hat. That explained the 

- deserted villages that were to be seen. When 
a sufficient number of slaves were got together 

‘the necks of the males were put into long 

- forked sticks which prevented them from run- 
ning, and the females were bound together. 
At Zanzibar they were worth 9 dollars or 
10 dollars, and at the Persian Gulf as much as 
200 dollars or 300 dollars apiece. 


THE RESCUE OF A SLAVE-GANG. 

It had been his lot with Dr. Livingstone to 
set many of these poor creatures at liberty by 
- cutting the sticks off their necks; and he was 

informed that a woman who had formed one 
of a party of slaves, having become sick, was 
knocked down with a hatchet, and the baby of 
_ another was taken from the breast of its 
mother and thrown into the bush after its 
brains had been dashed out against a tree. 
The trade was actually worse at present than 
‘for many years before, owing to the dilly- 
dallying that had going on with the Arabs by 
our Government, and the opinion, daily gain- 
ing ground, that we did uot intend to interfere. 
The resolution was carried unanimously. 
Mr. A. JoHNsToN, M.P., in an appropriate 
. speech, moved the next resolution— 


“ That in view of the large and, as com- 
pared with that of England, predominating 
commerce of the city of Hamburg with 

‘Zanzibar and the East Coast of Africa, the 
Senate of the Free City of Hamburg be 
invited to urge on the German Govern- 
‘ment the importance of an active co-ope- 
tion with that of her Britannic Majesty in 
the suppression of this traffic, which pre- 
vents the large extension of legitimate 
commerce which has followed its extinction 
on the western side of Africa.” 

Major-General Riasy, formerly British consul 

and political agent at Zanzibar, in seconding 
. the motion said :— 
EYEWITNESS TO CRUELTIES. 


He had been an eyewitness of the horrors 
of the slave-trade. The cruelties that were 
practised were utterly indescribable, the peo- 
ple who had to do with the slaves becoming in 
-course of time quite callous. He had seen 
‘vessels arrive with hundreds of poor creatures, 
naked, and packed as close as herrings in a 
barrel. 
posed to a hot sun and rain, and they were 


ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 





During the voyage they had been ex- | 


695 


landed at the custom-house, within a few yards 
of the British Consulate, and thence taken to 
the slave-market and sold like so many cattle. 
The law in Zanzibar gave the master absolute 
power over his slaves. He could flog, kill, or 
mutilate them in any way. There was no tri- 
buna! to which they could appeal. A soldier 
who had travelled along the road taken by 
the slaves to the coast had described the scenes 
he had witnessed. The road, he said, stank 
with corpses ; he had seen fifteen slaves felled 
to death by blows between the eyes with clubs, 
and many were strangled, 


QUEEN’s SuBsEcts SLAVE-TRADERS. 

The major-general proceeded to say that 
even some of the Queen’s subjects were en- 
gaged in this traffic, and that on one occasion 
on which he discovered this to be case he set 
at liberty 7,000 slaves, one of whom was pre- 
sent at that meeting. (Applause.) 


THE ADMIRALTY AND TREASURY aT Favtr. 

He attributes the present state of the trade 
to the apathy of the Admiralty and the Trea- 
sury. Almost all the chiefs along the coast 
had agreed to treaties giving the English Go- 
vernment power to seize and treat as pirates 
the crews of vessels carrying natives of Africa, 
but the number of cruisers on the coast was not 
sufficient, and for part of the year there was 
only one frigate. He believed that by a little 
energetic action and firmness on the part of 
the Government it would be a simple thing to 
put a stop to the trade altogether. (Applause.) 

This resolution was carried unanimously. 

Lord STRATHEDEN moved the next resolu- 
tion. 

“That the thanks of this meeting be 
hereby presented to the Right Hon. the 
Lord Mayor for presiding over this meet- 
ing, and that his lordship be respectfully 
requested to communicate the foregoing 
resolutions to the Right Hon. W. E. Glad- 
stone, and to the Senate of the Free City 
of Hamburg, and that a deputation be 
formed to wait on Earl Granville to urge 
upon Her Majesty’s Government the neces- 
sary steps in the matter.” 


His Lordship in very eloquent terms urged 
the necessity of earnest and prompt action to 
put down this fearful slave-trade. 


Mr. Kennaway, M.P., seconded the resolu- 
tion which was carried unanimously. 


The Lorp Mayor, having acknowledged the 
vote of thanks accorded to him, it was inti- 
mated that the deputation would be formed by 
the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
and the Church Missionary Society, and the 
proceedings then terminated. 





Sere 
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DEPUTATION TO EARL GRANVILLE 
ON THE SLAVE-TRADE IN EAST 
AFRICA. 


In accordance with the resolution passed 
at the public meeting held at the Mansion 
House on July 25, “that a deputation be 
formed to wait on Earl Granville, to urge 
Her Majesty’s Government to take the 
necessary steps to suppress the slave-trade 
in East Africa,” a very large and influential 
deputation waited on his lordship at the 
Foreign Office, Downing Street, on August 
6th. Among the gentlemen present were 
the Right Hon. Russell Gurney, the Re- 
corder of London, M.P. ; Lord Stratheden 
and Campbell, Lord Seaton, Sir Bartle 
Frere, G.C.S.L, K.C.B., Sir Thomas Fowell 
Buxton, Bart., the Hon. A. F. Kinnaird, 
M.P., Mr. H. A. Churchill, C.B., late po- 
litical agent at Zanzibar ; Sir John C. D. 
Hay, Bart., C.B., M.P., Mr. C. Gilpin, 
M.P., Mr. Thomas Hughes, M.P., Mr. C. 
Reed, M.P., Mr. S. M. Holt, M.P., Mr. C. 
E. Cawley, M.P., Mr. R, N. Fowler, M.P., 
Mr. Andrew Johnston, M.P., Mr. R. A. 
Macfie, M.P., Mr. Roger Eykyn, M.P., 
Mr. Henry James, M.P., Mr. William 
McArthur, M.P., Mr. W. H. Smith, M.P., 
Mr. Abel Smith, M.P., General Alexander, 
General Clarke, Colonel R. M. Hughes, 
Mr. E. Sturge, Mr. R. Alsop, Mr. W. Allen, 
Mr. Stafford Allen, Mr. Frederick Wheeler, 
Mr. William Wells, Mr. George Sturge, 
Mr. Arthur Albright, Mr. J. Bevan Braith- 
waite, Mr. N. Tebbutt, Mr. George Dixon, 
Mr. E. Hutchinson, voy» of the 
Church Missionary Society ; Mr. Oswell 
Livingstone, the Rev. Horace Waller, the 
Rev. C. Stovell, the Rev. J. O. White- 
house, of the London Missionary Society ; 
the Rev. R. Long, M.A., the Rev. W. 
Wright, the Rev. A. Russell, and the Rev. 
B. Millard. Several gentlemen were pre- 
vented from attending, among whom may 
be mentioned Sir C. Wingfield, M.P., Sir 
Wilfrid Lawson, M.P., Mr. Henry Richard, 
M.P., Mr. Samuel Morley, M.P., Mr. E. 
‘Baines, M.P., Mr. George Leeman, M.P., 
Mr. J. Gurney Hoare, and Mr. T. B. 
Smithies. The deputation was introduced 
by the pay Hon. Russell Gurney, who 
handed to his lordship a copy of the reso- 
lutions passed unanimously at the public 
meeting held at the Mansion House. He 
dwelt on the very favourable commercial 
results on the West Coast of Africa, since 
the ce J agers of the slave-trade there, as 
furnishing satisfactory ground to believe 
that trade would be extensively carried on 
throughout the east of Africa, if the slave- 
trade were destroyed. 

Mr. C. GILPIN urged on Earl Granville 
the necessity of increased consular agency, 
of the right sort. 
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Sir BaRTLE FRERE desired, among other 
things, to invite Earl Granville’s attention 
to a recent letter from Dr. Livingstone, in 
which he recommended the establishment 
of native Christian settlements on the East 
Coast of Africa, as a valuable auxiliary to 
counteract the influence of slave-traders 
there. It was also thought desirable to 
recommend that assistant-consuls should 
be stationed in localities, between the slave- 
hunting grounds and the coast, to break up, 
so far as possible, the transit trade across 
the 500 miles of desolated country. 

Sir Toomas Fowe.t Buxton urged that 
if the subjects of the Sultan would carry 
on the slave-trade, we should use all the 
force necessary to put it down. 

Lord StraTHEDEN referred to the dis- 
— written by Earl Granville to Dr. 

irk, under date of March 17, 1871, as 
defining one of the objects of the deputa- 
tion; and it would be a source of con- 
gratulation if the authorities now saw that 
the time had arrived for the means to be 
provided for the employment of suitable 
and effective measures to carry out the 
recommendations of the Select Committee. 

The Rev. Horace WALLER pointed out 
how grossly inconsistent Englishmen ap- 

aid to be to the Arabs and other slave- 

ealing parties in Zanzibar, who believed 
that there was something good in the 
English, but who yet seemed to be 
idling about the suppression of the 
slave-trade. Consular agents should be mul- 
tiplied along the coasts in the Portuguese 
settlements, and other places. 

Sir Jonn Hay looked at this subject 
from a naval point of view, and he regretted 
to see that the number of cruisers had been 
reduced from thirteen to five vessels. He 
urged on his lordship the necessity for 
vigorous measures. 

r. ARTHUR ALBRIGHT made some ob- 
servations in furtherance of the destruction 
of the slave-trade. 

Earl GRANVILLE remarked that the Go- 
vernment abhorred the slave-trade, and 
were deeply impressed with the necessity 
for strenuous efforts to put it down. His 
lordship confessed that he sympathised 
with the Treasury in its sawillenane to 
spend money on an ¢nefficient system of 
suppressing the slave-trade. The Govern- 
ment had sought the co-operation of other 
Powers to destroy this fearful traffic, and 
received favourable replies from most of 
them. They had directed special attention 
to the circumstance of British native sub- 
jects being involved in the slave-trade. 

The deputation thanked his lordship for 
his courteous reception, and then with- 
drew. 
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ADDRESS OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY TO 
THE SENATE OF HAMBURG. 


Tue following address has been sent by 
the Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society to the President of 
the Senate of Hamburg, in the hope that 
the Senators of the imperial city will be 
moved to co-operate in abolishing the 
slave-trade on the East Coast of Africa. 

From official returns presented to Par- 
liament in 1871, a proximate estimate is 
given of the value of goods imported from 
various countries into Zanzibar. By this 
it appears that a large trade is carried on 
between Hamburg and Zanzibar. The 
imports for the year ending August 23, 
1868, were from— 


Great Britain sine oe £9,930 
Arabia and Persian Gulf ... 16,301 
Madagascar, Comoro Islands, 

&e. - ini ouw:. Gea 
France 37,718 
Kutch ani eee 56,332 
The United States ... . 62,280 
India... “ih wl wos «=. 79,378 
Hamburg . 128,252 


The Committee have reason to believe 
that the trade of Hamburg to East Africa 
is increasing considerably, so that, lookin 
at the subject merely from a commerci 
point of view, the influence of the imperial 
city should be enlisted to remove the slave- 
trade, which is a serious hindrance to 
legitimate traffic. The Committee, how- 
ever, appeal to the higher consideration of 
humanity and religion. 





“To THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE OF 
THE IMPERIAL City oF HAMBURG. 


“Srr,—The Committee of the British 
and Foreign Society for promoting the 
extinction of slavery and the slave-trade 
throughout the world, beg respectfully to 
call your obliging attention to that large 
branch of the slave-trade which is carried 
on on the mainland of the continent of 
Africa opposite to the island of Zanzibar 
and on the adjacent coast. 

“The attention of the Committee has 
long been turned with painful interest to 
that portion of the slave-trade, and by its 
earnest desire a special committee was last 
year appointed by the British House of 
Commons to investigate the subject. 

“The Special Committee, after receiving 
a very large amount of evidence, has re- 
commended to the House of Commons the 
abrogation of the existing treaties between 
Great Britain and the Sultan of Zanzibar, 
under countenance of which much of 
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the slave-trade has been carried on, and 
has also recommended the adoption of 
measures for the total suppression of the 
slave-trade of the East Coast of Africa. 

In order to carry these views into effect, 
the English Government has applied to the 
Governments of the United States of 
America, to France, and to the Prussian 
Government for their co-operation. 

“America and France have cordially 
te to join in this work of humanity. 

e Government of Prussia has stated that 
previous to giving her answer she will 
consult your honourable body, because a 
large amount of commerce with Zanzibar 
is carried on by the merchants of your 
great city. 

“There can be no doubt that the aboli- 
tion of the slave-trade will be followed by 
the opening of the rivers, and by a large 
increase of lawful commerce on the main- 
land, vast regions of which are now depo- 

ulated and laid waste by the slave-trade. 
n confirmation of this it is only necessary 
to observe that the West Coast of Africa, 
once devastated by the slave-trade, is now 
the scene of a large and flourishing com- 
merce. 

“But the appeal of the Anti-Slavery 
Committee to the Senate of Hamburg is 
founded on the high grounds of humanity, 
religion, and justice. 

“They therefore cannot allow them- 
selves to doubt the cordial co-operation 
of the merchants of your free and imperial 
city. 

a It is a matter of absolute certainty that 
the slave-trade will be abolished, and it 
would be cause of great satisfaction to the 
Anti-Slavery Society to know that the 
Senate of Hamburg will take an honour- 
able part in promoting this great work of 
humanity and justice, so imperatively 
demanded by the enlightened spirit of the 
age. 
°« On behalf of the Anti-Slavery Society, 
we beg to subscribe ourselves very respect- 
fully yours, 

“ JosEPpH CooPER, Stee 
Epmunp Stoures, ‘ 
Rosert ALsop, 


“27, New Broad Street, London, 
“ August 8, 1872.” 


Secs. 








THE QUEEN’S SPEECH ON THE 
EAST AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE. 


On Saturday, August 10, Parliament was 
rorogued by Royal Commission, when the 
oyal Speech was read by Lord Granville. 
“The most significant paragraph” therein 
is that which refers to the Slave-trade on 
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the East Coast of Africa. Her Majesty 
says :-— 

“My GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN STEPS 
INTENDED TO PREPARE THE WAY FOR 
DEALING MORE EFFECTUALLY WITH THE 
SLAVE-TRADE ON THE East Coast OF 
AFRICA.” 

The sentence is very short and open to 
criticism, but we desire to accept the as- 
surance given in a liberal spirit. 

The Committee of the British and Fo- 
reign Anti-Slavery Society have repeatedly 

ressed this matter upon the attention of 
ee Majesty’s Government, and they hope 
that the correspondence from Dr. Living- 
stone, the public meetings at the Mansion 
House and elsewhere, the deputations to 
Lord Granville, the debates in Parliament, 
and various other incidents which have 
directed attention to East Africa, will have 
the desired effect in rousing Her Majesty’s 
Ministers to use all legitimate means to 
destroy the Slave-trade on the East Coast 
of Africa at once. They have the power 
to do this without resorting to any other 
than pacific means. The responsibility lies 
upon them, and glad will the nation be to 
see that by the moral power of Great 
Britain another monster evil has been com- 
pletely and for ever destroyed. 








MR. STANLEY AND DR. LIVING- 
STONE. 


In common with lange numbers of per- 
sons throughout the British and other 
nations, the Committee of the British and 
— Anti-Slavery Society have been 
specially interested in the safe arrival in 
this country of Mr. Stanley, the illustrious 
traveller who undertook to go in search of 
Dr. Livingstone. They appreciate the self- 
denying, earnest and persistent spirit in 
which he prosecuted his task, and rejoice 
in the success with which his mission 
has been crowned. 

The friends of the Anti-Slavery cause 
cannot but note how opportune for the 
Anti-Slavery cause was the time of Mr. 
Stanley’s arrival in Europe, and of the 
tgge es of Dr. Livingstone’s letters. 

he Committee of the Anti-Slavery 
Society had for a long time been 
earnestly engaged in calling attention to 
the nature, extent, and evils of the East 
and North-East African Slave-traffic. In 
various ways they endeavoured to inform 
the public mind. They succeeded in secur- 
ing the appointment of a Select Com- 


mittee of the House of Commons, and, 


they memorialised Government in the 
hope that Ministers would carry out the 
recommendations of the Committee. De- 
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termined to press the subject, and to bri 
it specially before the business ior of 
London, they succeeded in arranging to 
hold a public meeting in the Mansion 
House, to be presided over by the Lord 
Mayor, when the arrival of Mr. Stanley 
was announced in the papers. This excited 
additional interest in the object of the meet- 
ing, and the subsequent publication of the 
Doctor’s letters, in which he describes the 
evils of the slave-trade, has been most 
effective in arousing the attention of the 
public to the subject. 

The correspondence of Dr. Livingstone 
confirms all that has been stated on dif- 
ferent occasions respecting the trade in 
human beings in that part of the world. 
It cannot be concealed that a _ large 
number of some of the best of men 
in this country, and not a few of those 
who generally are well informed on 
general subjects, have somehow come to 
think that the slave-trade and slavery 
are things of the past. True, the Com- 
mittee of the Anti-Slavery Society never 
failed to urge that while gloricus successes 
had crowned the noble and «igantic efforts 
of their predecessors and co-workers seen 
in destruction of the trade on the West 
Coast of Africa, and of slavery in the British, 
Dutch, French, and Portuguese Colonies, 
and in the United States of America, yet 
that the same evils of vast magnitude re- 
mained to be crushed in other places. B 
many they were, however, listened to wi 
incredulity, while others wished not to be 
informed on the matter, and the press 
helped to ignore the true state of things. 
The letters from Dr. Livingstone have, 
however, had the effect of waking up the 
public to the fact that there is yet much 
to be done to destroy the slave-trade in 
Africa, and that even then the armour 
cannot be put off till the slave-trade and 
slavery, wherever found, are completely 
removed. 

As the letters of Dr. Livingstone have 
been so extensively published and read, it 
will be unnecessary to give any extracts 
from them in this number of the Reporter. 
We earnestly hope that the great traveller 
will be spared to return to this country, 
and, if not suppressed, to assist in finall, 
crushing the monster evil. In addition to 
the many dangers to which the Doctor has 
been exposed, will be the ill-will of the 
men whose iniquities he has laid bare be- 
fore the world. Well has a contempo 
said : “ The bold God-fearing words whic. 
Livingstone has used about the accursed 
slave-trade carried on by the Zanzibar 
Government and its creatures will travel 
back from Europe, and pass up the coun- 
try, with far more alacrity than beads and 
brass wire, or searching expeditions. The 
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traveller marches after this year with a 
brand of bad men’s hatred on his head. 
The slave-dealers will kill him if they can, 
and therefore the best way to give effect to 
that noble zeal for humanity which makes 
him again and again postpone all his im- 
mortal fame to the suppression of the 
abominable and desolating traffic, is to 
make him as sacred as we can by our action 
at Zanzibar.” 








A SLAVE-MARKET IN EGYPT. 


Extract of a letter dated Alexandria, 
31st July, 1872 :— 

“Only yesterday I met a gentleman re- 
siding at Mansourah, a large inland town in 
direct railway communication with Cairo 
and Alexandria, and, to my surprise, he 
told me he had just discovered a depét in 
Mansourah containing eighty slaves. When 
visiting a person lately in the same town, a 
man came and offered a slave-girl for sale. 

“The assertions of the Khedive as to 
his desire to put down the traffic are worth- 
less. His ministers are among the chief 
aiders and abettors of it.” 





PERU AND THE COOLIE SYSTEM. 
DREADFUL MORTALITY. 


WE have been favoured with the follow- 
ing letter addressed by a gentleman in 
Peru to one of his correspondents in this 
country. It will be read with painful in- 
terest :— 

“My DEAR ——,—The ship Emigrante 
from Macao arrived in Callao the other day, 
with 392 Chinamen on board. She left 
Macao with 499, but 107 died during the 

e. A few weeks ago another vessel 
arrived which left Macao with less than 
800 Chinese. She lost 192 during the 
passage. The reason given in her case was, 
that foul weather coming on, it was neces- 
sary to fasten down the hatches ; dysentery 
followed, and 192 men, or about one in four, 
died. In the case of the Emigrante I have 
not seen that any explanation is offered. 
You and many others will think that the 
unfortunates who succumbed to the horrors 
of the voyage are to be pitied, and in 
a sense there can be no doubt that they 
are. But is there not more pity due to 
those who survived those horrible scenes 
only to go through scenes more hor- 
rible, and sufferings more acute, in that 
they are of longer duration? Arrived in 
the harbour of Callao these sons of the 
Celestial Empire appear on shore clean toa 
nicety in their person, and in their cloth- 
ing. Rather spare of flesh, as a rule, which 
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may be the result of short-commons, or 
overcrowding, or the changes inseparable 
from so long a voyage ; but on the whole, 
the sight to those who know nothing of 
their destination is satisfactory. Look at 
them again in bands of twelve, twenty, or 
more, as they silently pick their way 
through the streets of Lima, after they have 
been bought and are on their way home, 
and again the mere sight is pleasant and 
envious. All dressed in their native cos- 
tume, each carrying a neat little trunk 
containing his little all. One carrying the 
guitar of the country, another bringing 
some household pet, as a bird; another 
(somewhat of a dandy, aig 2 has a fan, 
and still wears his pigtail ; but whatever 
they carry, whatever their characteristics, 
they are all silent, clean, respectful, res- 
pectable. But they do not all pass through 
the streets of Lima. Perhaps 200 or more 
are contracted for to work on one of the 
great railways now in progress in this 
country. These will be put into a train, 
which, skirting the banks of the Rimac, 
passes under the old bridge over which 
the ceaseless throng of busy feet and reck- 
lessly driven coaches, and cruelly used 
mules and asses is for ever passing. These 
unfortunates have only had a glimpse of 
this queen of cities as they are whirled 
along into the still narrowing valley to- 
wards the ever-rising Andes with their bare 
and rugged sides, with the snow of ages lying 
and glistening in the sunshine before them. 
I don’t know what they think, or whether 
they think. If they are unhappy enough to 
have a thought, they must see enough to 
call up many memories, and to make them 
question to what destination they are being 
carried. But little time is required to 
answer this last question. Five or six 
hours’ riding brings the train to a stand- 
still. The river, tumbling and roaring down 
its narrow bed, has to be abandoned, and 
the men are drafted on to the front. What 
avail cleanliness and delicacy here? What 
charms can there be in native music and 
the song of favourite birds? What of the 
fan which the dandy still bears with him 
on a mountain height where the snow is 
falling during the night, and melting dur- 
ing the day? And not only this, but the 
hard rock has to be blasted, and the frag- 
ments wheeled away, by men whose han 

are unaccustomed to the work, and whose 
bodies groan under the heavy burdens. 
Tyrannised over by a engineers, or 
sometimes plundered of their poor rations 
by Mayordomos, if they rise against the 
tyranny, as they have done, they are driven 
into their wretched huts like so many 
sheep, and beaten or shot. If they go on 
with their tasks from day to day, they 
sink under their burdens, and death steps 











! 
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in as a friend, or is invited by the hand of 
the suicide. Others, still more unfortunate, 
become blind, diseased, or maimed, and 
then are sent down and turned loose on the 
streets of Lima to gain a living by exciting 
the pity or the charity of the passers-by. 
How many die up in the mountains no 
man knows. It is certain that none return 
except those who, for themselves and for 
society, would have been betterdead, That 
the healthy should return is unlikely ; 
their servitude is for eight years, after 
which time they are free to trade in the 
land. This is the railway life of the 
Coolie. 

“ The Peruvian is born lazy. If the blue 
blood (or any other colour) of Spain runs 
in his veins, he is too proud to work. Your 
better class man seeks to live upon the 
Government, and generally gains his end. 
If he has learnt a trade it is often only to 
despise it, and to show his superiority by 
declinin ing to carry his tools (if a carpenter, 
for-instance) through the streets ; if he is 
of the old race, or of the negro persuasion, 
hewill be a porter, or dealer, or a carrier, 7.¢. 
owner of mules or donkeys, but rarely will 
go steadily and regularly to work. Thecon- 
sequence of this is, that the farmer cannot 
cultivate his land, the municipality cannot 
cleanse the streets, the bricklayer can- 
not get his mortar or his bricks made 
by free labour. What is to be done? The 
Coolie market is open, and I can buy ten 
for 4,500 soles,* whose whole service will be 
at my disposal for —_ years. My con- 
tract, or theirs, says they need only work 
six days a week, but I am a Christian and 
as they are not, and do not care to go 
to mass, why let them work the seventh 
day as well; it is better for me. Their 
contract says they shall have two suits of 
clothes a year; very well; two suits is 
capable of easy interpretation, even if I give 
them two; but suppose I prefer to let 
them go half-naked as well as half-starved, 
who shall hinder me? In some seasons 
this may be of little consequence, but in 
others it must be a matter of life and death. 
To go without shoes may not seem a hard- 
ship, but here we have an insect (pro- 
nounced free’kee) which bores into the feet 
and lays a bunch of eggs; these hatch and 
increase, and go on hatching and increasing 
till the patient’s condition is frightful. But 
who cares? May I not doas I like with 
mine own? And I punish him, I whip him, 
I half-feed him, and I work him to within 
a hair of his life, and if he runs away 
I catch him, and, tying him, bleeding, foot- 
sore and weak, to my saddle, I drag him 
home again. Here again sometimes he 





* A sole is 3s. 9d. English; therefore, 4,500 
soles=£793 15s, 
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escapes me ; a rope and a beam convenient, 
or an overdose of opium secretly obtained, 
leave me nothing but his vile carcase, and 
this I throw into a hole, or dispose of as is 
most convenient. 


“ But we are not all so bad. The worst » 


features of the Coolie trade are seen where 


public curiosity and public = rarely . 


penetrate. Now and then the wrongs of 
the Chinaman make themselves heard in a 
startling manner. I believe one lies in 
prison now for murder. He had borne his 
punishment so often that at last it became 
unendurable, and he turned upon his tor- 
mentor and murdered him. Bleeding from 
the punishment he had received, and wet 
as it were with the blood of his victim, he 
came straight to Lima, where he confessed 
his crime, and pleaded the cruelties which 
he had undergone. But in Lima, though 
the labour in the mills (flour),in the candle 
and soap works, or the tobacco manu- 
facture, is often severe, I am willing to 
hope things are very much better. As 
servants in private houses, or waiters in 
hotels, they lead a life which does not bree 
cause for complaint. They save a little 
money, are inveterate gamblers, keep their 
theatre going, and spend some evenings in 
singing and drinking, and try to a 
eating-house. This seems to be the height of 
their ambition. Mysterious are the dishes, 
more mysterious the smells, which are seen 
or which issue from these establishments. 
But they seem to pay,and the Chinaman asa 
small trader runs the Italian very hard. Itis 
often said at home that they have no means 
of communicating with their friends in 
China. I doubt it. They can read and 
write, and could, I have little doubt, find 
means of sending letters home, and may do, 
for aught I know. They have a doctor 
here whose surgery is the very pink of 
propriety, and who is largely patronised, 
not only as a consulting physician and 
vendor of medicines, but as a seller of tea. 

“There is one new feature of the Coolie 
trade which is just being introduced. It 
is the importation of children of seven or 
eight years of age. As far as I know only 
a few have come, but what rights can they 
look forward to in a country like this ? 

“T shall not be surprised if some day the 
Coolies, fancying themselves strong enough, 
endeavour to wreak a terrible revenge on 
the country which has permitted them to 
be misused. In their appearance there is 
nothing to lead one to the belief that they 
harbour any spirit of revenge. Indeed 
their bodies seem to hold no spirit of any 
kind. But they keep very much together, 
only associating with the stranger with the 
object of making something out of him. 
Perhaps this business spirit may prevent 
any movement, As I have said, many 
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have a business connection in Lima, and 
the fear of risking this may prevent them 
from fostering or encouraging any turbulent 
soul who felt inclined to preach a crusade 
against the wrong-doer. 

“Thus I have given you a few particulars 
about this trade. As I close, figures of men 
rise before me, pale-faced, weak and hag- 
gard, tottering under heavy burdens, and 
remind me that I have not told you too 


much.” 
¥ * ¥ 








THE ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE OF 
FIJI ON THE LABOUR-TRADE. 


In addressing the jurors at Levuka, in 
Fiji, his Honor the Acting Chief Justice 
Forwood called attention to the lamentable 
state of the calendar—the second criminal 
one which had been prepared since the 
establishment of the court—consisting as 
it did, with one exception, of charges of 
murder, or of being accessories thereto, 
He was grieved to have to state that he 
believed those crimes arose solely from the 
state of the labour-trade, and awhile eschew- 
ing all politics (for the Bench knew nothing 
of them) he thought that when its results 
were thus manifest it were better it should 
be rooted out. There could be no doubt 
that these islands were looked upon with 
disgust and horror by civilised nations, on 
account of this trade, and, viewing its dire 
results, the sooner it were abolished the 
better.— Fuji Times. 








FIJI. 
HoRRIBLE ATROCITIES ON LABOURERS. 


Mr. Justice Forwoop complained of | 


the large number of cases of violence and 
murder which came before the Criminal 
Court in Fiji. The evidence elicited at 
these trials brings to light a fearful state 
of things on many of the plantations. 
Numbers of the “ Forced labourers,” alias 
slaves, suffer the most horrible atrocities 
from the planters—equal to those where 
slavery was a regular institution and cruel 
outrages the order of the day. We select 
as illustration the report of a trial of two 
men—Capitaine and Lamy; kidnapped 
natives from Tanna, indicted for the 
murder of Achilles Underwood, a planter. 
Capitaine was first tried, and convicted of 
manslaughter ; and then, on Lamy’s trial, 
was placed in the witness-box. His evi- 
dence of the cruelties practised was admitted 
by the Attorney-General who prosecuted, and 
accepted as true by the Judge who presided 
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at the trial. Comments on the state- 
ments are unnecessary. It is to be hoped 
that British influence will be exerted 
to destroy at once a system which is 
striking its roots deep into the Fijian 
group of islands. Glad shall we be to see 
that Christian missionaries and ministers 
who labour in these islands are bringing 
the power of the Gospel to prevent these 
atrocities from being any longer perpe- 
trated by white men who are a disgrace 


_ to mankind, 


NATIVES KIDNAPPED. 


‘Capitaine was then placed in the witness- 
box, and after having been thoroughly cau- 
tioned as to stating the truth, and told that 
his sentence would not be in any way affected 
by it provided he did so, made a statement to 
the effect that he had been kidnapped, having 
whilst fishing been accosted by a white man, 
who induced him to ask some of those residing 
at the same place to come on board to work, 
and that, on refusing, he was forced to do so, 
a pistol being cocked and presented at him. 
He deposed generally to the system of ob- 
taining labour, stating that the men were told 
that they were only to serve for one year, for 
which they were to receive a musket—and that 
this was stated to the American Consul.” 


HANDCUFFED, FLOGGED WITH THORNED STICKS, 
BRANDED. 


* They were taken to Kandavu and worked 
on Burt and Underwood’s plantation. When 
their year of service had expired they were 
handcuffed and taken to Nadroga. On two occa- 
sions he was fastened by a stick being placed so 
as to confine his arms, and in that- position 
flogged. And all of the men (forty) who were 
brought down were repeatedly fastened up by 
their hands, and flogged as well as burned, and 
other cruelties practised upon them. They were 
kept at their work from daylight until long 
after dark ; were compelled to labour in ranks 
which they were not allowed to leave, even 
for the most necessary purposes; and if they 
failed in their work were severely flogged with 
vines and sticks having large spikes (thorns) 
taken from orange and lemon trees; and that, 
when sick, they were burned with red-hot irons 
applied in the most tender parts.” 


STRUCK WITH HOT IRON, AND SHOT AT. 


“That deceased had, because he (witness) 
had simply looked round from his work, 
burned and struck bim with a hot iron, sear- 
ing and burning into his skin. He narrated 
the proceedings which occurred on the day 
previous to Underwood’s death, stating that he 
had been sent with others to get some cloth for 
Sulus, and upon returning was { weatened by 
Underwood, who had a pistol in. hand. He 
asked him why he did not go to work, when he 
replied that his time was finished, and wanted 
to know when a ship was coming to take them 
all home; when Underwood stated that he 
had no ship. And on witness still refusing to 
go to his work, Underwood fired at him twice, 
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bu’ he evaded the shot, and it struck prisoner 
in the arm. Prisoner was an old friend 
coming from the same place, and would have 
liked to have assisted him in escaping from 
slavery.” 


THE JUDGE ON THE EVIDENCE OF ATROCITIES. 


His Honor, summing up, observed—‘ The 
evidence (of Capitaine) bore the impress of 
truth, was so frightful in the details of the 
horrible atrocities committed, that it made 
one humiliated to think that white men could 
be guilty of such atrocious conduct. He was 
almost ashamed of belonging to that race.””— 
Fiji Times. 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1st, 1872. 


ABOLITION IN SPAIN 
AND 
SPANISH ABOLITIONISTS. 


WE have received an official copy of the 
a supplementary to Sefior Moret 
y Prendergast’s so-called Abolition Bill for 
the Spanish Colonies, upon which we 
offered a few comments at the time of its 
promulgation. The measure itself being 
radically bad, it may appear a waste of 
time to bestow even a passing remark upon 
the elaborate string of rules just issued to 
give it effect ; nevertheless, a sense of duty 
prompts us not to allow it to pass wholly 
sub silentio. 

The main features of Seftor Moret’s 
most unsatisfastory Act must be borne in 
mind in dealing with the regulations which 
supplement it. As it does not emancipate 
a single able-bodied slave, the bulk of the 
slave population is necessarily unaffected 
by the new code, which governs only the 
relations assumed to exist, henceforward, 
between the apprentice class and the mas- 
ter, or, more correctly speaking, the owner. 
We may say of it, in general terms, what 
is known to be true of the slave laws both 
of Brazil and Spain, that they are fair to 
the eye but bitter to the tongue. Span- 
iards who are advocates of slavery, point 
exultingly to the laws bearing upon it, in 
proof of the patriarchal character of the 
system in the Spanish colonies. At the 
same time the utter delusiveness of these 
laws is notorious, and they are so, simply 
because the individuals they are any 
intended to protect are, practically, incapa- 
citated from deriving any benefit from 


them, so numerous are the obstacles to a | was, in the 
successful appeal to the administrators on | 


| the part of the oppressed. 
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To wit : it isa 
downright mockery to give a slave who is 
ill-treated the right of referring his case to 
a magistrate or protector of slaves, so long 
as the police regulations for the interior 
prohibit the slave from travelling from 
place to place without a pass from his mas- 
ter, and so long as they also empower any 
one to demand the pass of a travelling 
slave, and to give him into custody if he 
fail to produce it. Theoretically, the 
Spanish slave-law is fair, is even humane 
in many of its provisions ; practically, it 
leaves the slave Ssasiene under the heel of 
the master, and is, therefore, in effect, as 
oppressive as any ever enacted when sla- 
very was rampant in the United States. 

Now, the new regulations supplementary 
to Seiior Moret’s Act are precisely of this 
character. They present—as a whole—an 
elaborate scheme for the establishment of 
a protectorate for the slaves under tutelage. 
To this end the country is divided into 
districts, each having a committee, and 
each committee being composed of slave- 
owners and non-slave-owners in equal 
numbers. This condition for the constitu- 
tion of these bodies is absolute. 

To these committees, all questions aris- 
ing between master and apprentice-slaves 
are to be referred. They are also consti- 
tuted the depositees for such sums as may 
be set aside out of the earnings of the 
slaves, to whom an account of the same is 
to be ultimately rendered. 

This scheme appears fair enough at first 
sight, and the uninitiated might well be 
deluded into the belief that the non-slave- 
holders would counterbalance the slave- 
owners ; in other words, that any adverse 
intent on the part of the latter would be 
counteracted by the former. Now there 
is an ancient proverb which describes the 
uncomfortable position of a man between 
two stools, and this will, we apprehend, be 
practically that of the slave between these 
two sections of the committees. It is the 
result of experience, that in a community 
of slave-holders, the prevalent sentiment 
amongst non-slave-owners is, as a rule, in 
favour of the former, not of the slave: a 
sentiment strengthened by social influences 
i en irresistible. It must, therefore, 

e obvious that the presence of non-slave- 
holders upon a committee the remaining 
half of which is composed of slave-owners, 
affords no guarantee for the protection of 
the slave. In the United States, the 
slaveocracy was an exceedingly small 
minority, but it gathered its real strength 
from the non-slaveocracy, constituting the 

olitical party called the Democrats. In 
uba the Spanish element replaces what 
Tnited States, the democratic 

element, and it is far more likely to sym- 
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pathise with the slave-owners than with 
the slave. Thus, practically, the new tri- 
bunal whose office is to determine cases at 
issue between slave and slave-owner, will 
be found composed of elements wholly 
adverse to the slave-apprentice. 

This is the principle of the reglamento 
which is, in all its details, equally provo- 
cative of adverse criticism. We may, in 
fact, dismiss the subject with the remark 
that this last measure is only another illus- 
tration of the abortiveness of all attempts 
to legislate for an evil which is also a stand- 
ing crime, and the sole remedy for which 
is 1ts peremptory abolition. 

We would warn all friends of the anti- 
slavery cause against giving credence to 
the telegrams from Madrid announcing 
abolitionist measures on the part of the 
Government. The anti-slavery party can- 
not, at least does not appear to be able to 
make any impression upon a Ministry ob- 
durate to the public sentiment of the coun- 
try, so far as slavery is concerned, and 
which selects its members from the party 
only nominally adverse to slavery, as 
dag by their acts. Some pains have 

en taken to represent Seiior Moret y 
Prendergast, the present Spanish Ambas- 
sador in London, as an advocate of emanci- 
pation. He is so, however, with a reserva- 
tion so conservative that his title to be 
considered an anti-slavery man in any sense 
—certainly in a radical one—may be fairly 
questioned, 

Sefior Moret y Prendergast was a mem- 
ber of the Spanish Abolitionist Society, 
and had placed his name at the foot of a 
declaration of principles issued by that 
body, to the effect that “slavery being a 
crime, a sin, and a disgrace to Spain, must 
be immediately and unconditionally abo- 
lished.” He was chosen, on account of his 
eloquence, to propose a resolution demand- 
ing the immediate abolition of slavery, and 
which he undertook to move in the first 
anti-slavery meeting ever held in Spain. 
It took place in Madrid, in the month of 
October, 1868, under the presidency of 
of Sefior Salustiano Olozaga. On that me- 
morable occasion, when it was of vital 
consequence to assert this great principle, 
Senor Olozaga betrayed the cause and stul- 
tified himself by pleading for remedial 
measures, and recommending caution in 
dealing with a question involving such im- 
portant interests, notwithstanding that at 
the Paris Anti-Slavery Conference, in the 
August of the preceding year, he had de- 
clared the immediate abolition of slavery 
as the one thing needful for the Govern- 
ment to do. Seftor Moret followed suit, 
immensely to the amazement of those 
friends of the cause who had conferred with 
him only an hour or two before the meet- 
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ing, and who knew he was then prepared 
to speak in favour of immediate emancipa- 
tion. So strong was the anti-slavery feel- 
ing of that meeting that it applauded to 
the echo every reference to the necessity of 
prompt abolition, and would have carried 
unanimously the most radical resolution. 
Seiior Moret’s conduct on that critical occa- 
sion was generally attributed to a desire to 
conciliate the favour of Sefor Olozaga, 
then the intimate counsellor of Prim, 
Serrano, and Topete, and unquestionably 
the man of the greatest influence in Spain at 
the time. 

During the discussions on the Constitu- 
tion of May, 1869, the anti-slavery party 
made many attempts to obtain a declaration 
respecting the abolition of slavery. The 
first proposition was that there should be a 
clause introduced into the Constitution de- 
claring slavery abolished throughout Span- 
ish territory. This was negatived. Next, 
an amendment was submitted to the clause 
relating to Spanish citizenship, that colour 
should not be a bar to its privileges. This, 
also, was rejected. Another amendment was 
to the effect that the word “ person” should 
not exclude colour—in plainer words, that a 
slave should be held to be a “ person” be- 
fore the law. This, likewise, met with a 
similar result. Now, on all these occasions 
Sefior Moret voted with the majority, or 
upheld its views, and never once opened 
his eloquent lips in favour of the slave. _ 

Soon a grand opportunity presented it- 
self for Senor Moret to earn a great name. 
He became a minister, and the question of 
abolition was in his hands. How did he 
deal with it? Let the Act of 1870, “which 
does not emancipate a single able-bodied 
slave,” and consigns slave children to 
eighteen years’ servitude or apprenticeship, 
be the reply to this question. 

Before the Cuban insurrection broke out 
Sefior Moret sided with those who were 
for dealing gently with vested interests— 
that is, with those who were opposed to the 
entireabolition of slavery—notwithstanding 
he was, at the time, a professed abolitionist. 
After the war became an irrepressible fact 
he pleaded still on the same side, agreeing 
with those who declared it to be impossibleto 
touch the great question until the insurrec- 
tionists should have made their submission. 
Nevertheless, these rebels to Spanish au- 
thority have settled the question of slavery 
by declaring it abolished—by proclaiming 
that free Cuba will not have any slaves. 
On the other hand, Spain the renovated, 
Spain with her revolutionary constitution, 
and professing advanced liberal views, 
leaves the new-born slaves of her colonies 
in serfdom for eighteen years, which may 
be extended even to twenty-two. 

That slavery in Cuba is doomed we be- 











lieve implicitly. The people of Spain are 
utterly opposed to its continuance. It 
exists only by the power of the Govern- 
ment of Madrid. The evil tree stands at 
present, but the axe is already laid to its 
root. What friend of Spain would not 
have rejoiced that her people should have 
had the honour of bringing it down ? 








WE commend to our readers the attentive 
perusal of the letter in this issue, from a 
correspondent in Peru, on the frightful 
mortality among the Chinese Coolies 
during their voyage from Macao to Lima, 
and the condition of the poor creatures at 
the place of their destination. From this 
and other sources it appears that four ves- 
sels which sailed from China with 2,019 
persons, landed only 1,574 in Lima! so 
that as many as 445 persons, or 22 per cent. 
of the human cargoes, died and were cast 
into the sea!! This death-roll bespeaks 
disgraceful neglect—and is an outrage on 
humanity. Who can picture to himself 
the loss of hundreds of human beings, and 
the sufferings of the survivors, without in- 
dignation, and uttering a solemn protest 
against the continuance of this system of 
wholesale sacrifice of human life? Though 
it is a source of gratification to learn that 
there was no British nor North American 
vessel among the sixteen ships which, 
during the first six months of this year, 
landed their cargoes of human beings at 
Lima, with an average loss of 10 per cent. 
of their emigrants, yet one cannot but 
mourn that the French and Portuguese ffigs 
are allowed by their Governments to be 
disgraced by these outrages. The state- 
ment so often repeated, that every pro- 
vision is made for the comfortable accommo- 
dation of the emigrants during their 
voyage across the ocean, cannot be for a 
moment received. It is high time that 
this slave-trade be put a stop to, and happy 
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for the poor Chinese will be the day when | 


the Governments, whose vessels are en- 
gaged in this disgraceful traffic, shall put 
an end to a system which violates the 
first principles of humanity, and requires 
such terrible holocausts to satisfy the greed 
of gain. 








FIJI PLANTERS. 


On August Ist, a general meeting was 
called of planters of the entire group of 
the Fiji Islands, at Levuka, to discuss the 
subject of the labour trade, and to obtain 
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TO THE HONORABLE THE COM- 
MONS OF THE UNITED KING- 
DOM OF GREAT BRITAIN IN 
PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 


Tue HuMBLE PETITION OF THE BRITISH 
AND FoREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY 
SHEWETH, 


That it is a matter of deep concern to 
your memorialists to learn that no effectual 
steps have been taken by the Government 
of Spain for the liberation of that large 
number of individuals held in slavery in 
the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, who, 
under treaties between Great Britain and 
Spain, are entitled to immediate and un- 
conditional freedom. 

That it was in reference to this popula- 
tion that Lord Palmerston, when Foreign 
Minister, made use of the following lan- 
guage in a dispatch to the Government of 
Spain :— 

“Let the Spanish Government take 
effectual measures for restoring all the 
colonial British subjects who have been 
kidnapped, and who are detained in slavery 
in Cuba, in violation of the law of nations. 

“Let the laws of Spain be rigidly en- 
forced against the numerous slave-traders 
in Cuba, whose occupation is as well and 
as publicly known as that of any man 
engaged in legitimate commerce. 

“ And, finally, let the Spanish Govern- 
ment take steps for restoring to freedom 
all thuse negroes who have been intro- 
duced into Cuba as slaves in violation of 
the laws of Spain, and who, therefore, not 
being the legal property of any man, are 
ipso facto free by the law of the country 
itself.” 

That the same opinion on the right of 
Great Britain to claim the liberty of these 
people has been held by Ministers of 
various parties who have from time to 
time held the seals of the Foreign Office. 

That the law passed by the Cortes in 
1870, unjust and altogether insufficient as 
it was, is not acted upon in Cuba, but is a 
dead letter there. 

That the people of Spain have demanded 
the abolition of slavery from one end of 
the country to the other, and that no mea- 


some legislative measure for its regulation. | sure would be more popular with the 
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Spanish people than the entire abolition of 
slavery. 

That the Free Cuban party in Cuba 
have emancipated their slaves to the num- 
ber of at least a hundred thousand. 

That many of these liberated slaves have 
been re-enslaved by the Spanish Govern- 
ment, which holds them in slavery in 
violation of the express provision of the 
Constitution of 1868, and is working them 
as slaves for its own profit. 

That they have viewed with deep con- 
cern and apprehension the disastrous effects 
which would result to the interests of 
humanity and civilisation from the further 
continuance of the sanguinary conflict in 
Cuba, and still more from the success of 
the Spanish, or pro-slavery, party there, 
which, according to the statements of 
British officials in Cuba, would certainly 
be followed by attempts to revive the 
African slave-trade. 

That the people of Porto Rico are anxious 
for the abolition of slavery in their island ; 
and in an address to His Majesty King 
Amadeus they have assured him that, to 
use their own words, it is their most 
cherished hope “to get rid of the abomi- 
nable and evil institution of slavery.” 

That the delegates from Porto Rico pre- 
sented a plan for the immediate and entire 
abolition of slavery to the Cortes in Madrid 
in November last. 

That no facilities were rendered by the 
Spanish Government for its discussion in 
Cortes. 

That many of the Ministers of the new 
Cabinet just formed in Madrid have ex- 
pressed themselves on various occasions as 
favourable to the abolition of slavery. 

For all these reasons the undersigned 
entreat your Honorable House to take 
such measures as may induce Her Majesty’s 
Ministers to use their moral influence with 
the Spanish Cabinet without delay in 
favour of the entire abolition of slavery in 


the dependencies of Spain. 
And your Petitioners will ever ‘pray. 
On behalf of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society. 
JOSEPH COOPER, ] 
EpMuND Sturag, \ Hon. Secs. 
Rosert ALxsop, 
BENJAMIN MILLARD, Secretary. 
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A GROSS OUTRAGE ON COOLIES 


IN CUBA. 


Tue New York Times, quoting from its 
Cuban correspondent, says:—“In what 
are known as the ‘Fossos’ in Havannah, 
900 Chinese coolies were confined a few 
days since, the majority of them waiting 
for an opportunity to return to China, 
having fulfilled their contract, and served 
six weary years on the various sugar 
plantations. In defiance of any semblance 
of justice, over 400 of these poor men—in 
whom, from race instincts, the love of home 
is stronger than in any other people on 
earth—were forcibly taken out and sold to 
different planters to serve as slaves for another 
term of six years. When one takes into 
consideration the sufferings which these 
unfortunate wretches have to endure ; the 
exacting nature of their occupation, espe- 
cially during the season in which the sugar 
is made ; the large percentage of them that 
annually die from malarious diseases in- 
curred in their work—the enormity of the 
crime that has condemned them to this fate 
becomes startlingly apparent.” 








KING AMADEUS, SLAVERY, AND 
CUBA. 


Tue King of Spain opened the Spanish 
Cortes on the 15th ult., by a speech of 
considerable length. 

Nothing can be more unsatisfactory than 
that part which reveals the policy of the 
present Cabinet with regard to the Colonies. 
The abolition of Slavery is not even men- 
tioned. 

The civil war which has already raged 
four years, is to be continued to the bitter 
end. More troops are to be poured into 
Cuba, only, like their predecessors, to meet 
an untimely death. The free Cuban Anti- 
Slavery people of that beautiful island are 
to be exterminated. How long will a 
Government based on such an infatuated 
course be allowed to exist ? 
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THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT— 
SLAVERY AND THE CONTEM- 
PLATED LOAN. 


Tue following is the letter, in full, as 
addressed to the Editor of the Daily News, 
from which it will be seen that the latter 
a (in italics) a aan the contemplated 

oan to the Spanish Government has been 
omitted. 


(To the Editor of the Daily News.) 


Srr,—Will you allow a little space in 
our valuable columns to remove what we 
elievea rather widespread misapprehension 

by the public on the course recently taken 
by the Spanish Government in relation to 
negro slavery ? Some of the telegrams from 
Madrid have been so worded latterly as to 
lead the public to believe that slavery has 
been abolished ; whereas no such step has 
been taken by the Spanish Government. 
All that has been done has been to issue 
regulations for the carrying out of the Sefior 
Moret unsatisfactory Act of 1870, which, 
until the present time, has been allowed to 
remain a dead letter. This law does not 
emancipate a single able-bodied slave. The 
main features of it are, the apprenticeship 
of children to their owners for a period of 
eighteen years; the liberation of the old 
and worn-out slaves above sixty years of 
age, and of the slaves held by the Spanish 
Government ; but none of these provisions 
have yet been carried out. As to the latter, 
the Spanish Government has shown its re- 
spect for the law by re-enslaving those 
which have been liberated by the free 
Cuban party, and by working them for the 
benefit of the State, notwithstanding the 
5th Article of the Constitution, which de- 
clares “that it shall not be lawful for the 
Government of Spain to hold slaves, in 
whatever way they may have been ob- 
tained.” 

On the subject, and in favour of a law 
for the definitive abolition of slavery, an 
address has just been presented to Seiior 
Zorilla, the present head of the Govern- 
ment, signed by De Castro, Castelar, Rodri- 
gues, San Roma, and twenty-one eminent 
men of various political parties. We are 
not yet aware what answer has been re- 
turned, but it is a significant fact that in 
his recent declaration of the measures pro- 
posed by the present Cabinet, Sefior Zorilla 
makes noallusion toslavery. There is also 
some danger at the present time lest the 

ublic should be misled by recent telegrams 
rom Cuba vii Madrid. In them the war 
is said to be almost at an end; but our 
various sources of information show that 
the very reverse of this is the truth. The 
discrepancy may perhaps be accounted for 
by the fact that the telegraph in Cuba is 


in the hands of the party who caused the | 
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execution of the young medical students, 
and which is stil fighting for the main- 
tenance of slavery. 

In carrying on this war certain debts have 
been contracted in Cuba, to discharge which 
and for the further prosecution of the war, 
another loan is contemplated. Itws currently 
reported in Madrid that an attempt will be 
made to raise the sum of about twelve millions 
sterling in England. 

Will the people of this country subscribe 
their money for the double purpose of exter- 
minating the Cuban Liberals, and maintain- 
ing the slavery of the blacks ? 

On behalf of the Committee of the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, we are, 
very respectfully, 

JOSEPH CooreER, Hon 
EDMUND STURGE, t ‘ 
RosBert Axsop, 
BENJAMIN MILLARD, Sec. 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
27, New Broad Street, E.C., 
September 4th. 


Secs. 





MEMORIAL TO LORD KIMBERLEY 
ON CHARGING IMMIGRATION 
EXPENSES TO THE PUBLIC RE- 
VENUE OF JAMAICA. 


In Jamaica the cost of importing coolie 
immigrants from, and sending them back 
to India, has been defrayed, since 1868, 
from moneys belonging to the immigration 
fund, made up of receipts from export du- 
ties on sugar and rum (and, until lately, on 

imento, &c.), capitation fees, and payments 

y employers of coolies. Objection was 
taken by many to the export tax, as —- 
really a charge upon the thousands of smal 
producers of sugar towards bringing com- 
petitors against themselves into the labour 
market, but the arrangement generally 
was so much more satisfactory than that 
which previously existed that — gene- 
rally submitted to it patiently. Lately, 
however, some of the planting interests in 
Jamaica have become dissatisfied to pay 
for the importation of their Indian labour- 
ers. They desire to have the entire cost 
thrown upon the public revenue, and, ac- 
cordingly, they have presented memorials 
and resolutions to the Legislative Council 
praying for a revision of the law. These 
petitions were referred to a Select Commit- 
tee, who, on the 18th of July, submitted a 
report, in which they state that “at no 
distant day no inconsiderable contributions 
will have to be charged to the public reve- 
nue for immigration expenses,” and recom- 
mend “that the bownty (£12) payable to 
the 4,300 coolies who elect to settle on the 
island shall be paid out of the PUBLIC 
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FUNDS.” This will involve a charge of 
£51,000 upon the island chest. The Hon. 
€. Royes, Custos of St. Ann, and one of 
the Committee, has entered his protest 
against the report, as he deems it unjust in 
ry 8 that those who do not import 
coolie labourers should be taxed for immi- 
gration expenses. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
resolutions from the Annual Meeting of 
the Jamaica Baptist Union, representin; 
between 60,000 and 70,000 of the people o 
the island ; from a public meeting at Sal- 
ter’s Hill, in Jamaica, and other documents, 
were considered, and the subjoined memo- 
rial to Lord Kimberley, setting forth the 
views of the Committee, was adopted. 

It is with much surprise that we have 
since learned, from papers just to hand from 
Jamaica, that Sir John Peter Grant has 

iven his assent to the recommendation of 
the Select Committee to pay the bounty 
money from public funds — a measure 
much at variance with the principles which 
have usually guided his adutaidietion. 





To tue Riaut HonorasBlLe THE EARL 
oF KIMBERLEY, Her MaJgsty’s PRIN- 
CIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE 
CoLONIES. 


We learn from the Jamaica Gazette and 
other unofficial sources in that island that 
a portion of the planting interest in the 
colony have memorialised the Governor in 
Council for a change in the mode of appor- 
tioning the cost of introducing coolie la- 
bourers, by which the larger portion thereof 
shall be made chargeable to the revenue of 
the island. 

It would appear from the Jamaica Ga- 
xette that the subject has been carefully 
considered by the Select Committee of the 
Legislative Council, who report “that 
while the general revenue contributes at 
present indirectly, and at no distant day, 
should the demand for this class of labour 
remain as at present, will have to contri- 
bute directly to the expenses of immigra- 
tion, the Committee cannot but admit that 
much weight attaches to the argument of 
the petitioners that the coolie immigrants 
who elect to settle in the island add mate- 
rially to the stability of the colony, by the 

ermanent addition thereby given to the 
abouring portion of the population.” “ The 
Committee are prepared to —— the 
petitioners in the memorials they have 
presented, that the bounty payable to coolie 
immigrants who elect to settle in the island 
be defrayed out of the public funds.” This 
will involve a charge of fifty-one thousand 
pounds on the revenue, and we observe 
that a general impression prevails in the 
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island that the object of the memorialists, 
so far, will be conceded. 

We find it difficult to believe that the 
present enlightened Governor, who has 
administered the affairs of the island with 
such distinguished ability and success, 
will, although giving a respectful and con- 
siderate attention to the proposal, be pre- 
pared to give it his sanction. 

It has always been held by the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society that the existing arrange- 
ment, whereby a portion of the cost of 
introducing labourers into some of the 
colonies is made a charge upon their 
revenues, is essentially unjust, and repug- 
nant to those principles of commercial 
policy which have governed the legislation 
of England in later times. 

Under this conviction it has been the 
intention of this Committee to call the 
attention of Parliament and of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government to this subject in the 
ensuing Session, with a view to the adop- 
tion as a principle, which shall be c) 
absolute in all colonies which are per- 
mitted to import coolie labourers, that the 
entire —— attending and consequent on 
their introduction shall be charged to those 
planters, and to those only, to whom they 
are appropriated. 

We are aware that these charges are 
provided for in some colonies by a special 
export tax on sugar and rum, and it is thus 
supposed that no injustice is done to the 
community at large. 

From the best information we can ob- 
tain, it would appear that the number of 
er who employ coolie labourers in 

amaica bears a very small proportion 
indeed to the whole, still less to the 
number of small cultivators, who are esti- 
mated to produce one-third of the sugar 
made in the colony. It must be obvious 
that the current value of sugar in the 
island is lowered by the exact amount of 
the duty imposed for taxation, and that 
thus the tax paid for the benefit of the few 
is really a burden inflicted on the many, 
who not only do not benefit by the labour 
of the coolies, but who are opposed to 
their introduction. 

But above and beyond the economic 
unsoundness which attaches to the present 
system, and, @ fortiori, to the measure pro- 
posed in Jamaica, is the consideration that 
as long as it exists it inflicts a social injus- 
tice, and affords a cause of well-founded 
discontent to the labouring population. 
While recognising the right of planters to 
invite labour from any quarter from which 
it can be fairly obtained, the Committee 
feel bound to urge upon your Lordship that 
it is the height of injustice to impose on 
the native population any portion of the 
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cost, much more the entire charge of 
introducing and maintaining a class of 
labourers to compete with themselves. 

We need not point out to your Lordship 
that, were such legislation proposed in con- 
nection with those movements which now 
. so largely the productive industry 
of England, neither Government nor Par- 
liament would venture to sanction their 
adoption. The introduction of foreign 
labourers at the public expense to check 
or control these movements could only be 
named in order to ensure its emphatic 
condemnation. 

In conclusion, we must repeat that we 
have deemed it impossible that such a pro- 

1 can find acceptance with a Governor 
of the enlightened views of Sir John Peter 
Grant. At the same time, it is due to the 
character of Her Majesty’s Government, 
and to those principles on which the Im- 
perial legislation is held to be conducted, 
that any doubt on so important a question 
should be set at rest. 

We have the honour to be, 

On behalf of the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, respectfully yours, 
JOSEPH COOPER, Hi 
EpMUND STURGE, s ‘ 

RoBErtT ALsoP, wen 

BENJAMIN MILLARD, Sec. 

September 6th, 1872. 





ADDRESS OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY TO THE 
GOVERNOR OF JAMAICA, URGING 
HIS CONTINUANCE OF ADMINIS- 
TRATION. 


To His Excertency Sir J. P. Grant, 
K.C.B., GOVERNOR OF JAmartca, &c. 


Sm,—On the occasion of your visit to 
England in 1870, the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
took the opportunity of expressing their 
high appreciation of the benefits that had 
pent to Jamaica under your Excellency’s 
rule, and which they believed to be due, 
under the blessing of Divine Providence, 
to your Excellency’s firm, impartial, and 
wise policy, legislative and administrative. 

The congratulations then expressed and 
the hopes then excited have been more 
than confirmed by the subsequent pro- 
gress of the colony. 

The success of your Excellency in re- 
storing the finances of the island, and in 
inaugurating useful and reproductive public 
works, are patent to all. This Committee 
place a still higher value on your reforms 
of the inferior courts of law, by which, 
na rows for the first time, justice has 

een brought within the reach of the mass of 
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the population, on your educational policy, 
and on your measures for the settlement of 
titles to land, and the discouragement of 
squatting, in which the rights of parties 
interested have been equitably considered 
and provided for. 

e Committee attach great importance 
to the complete carrying out of your Ex- 
cellency’s policy in this last particular, as 
not only tending to remove an impediment 
to educational and other improving influ- 
ences, but as taking away an evil which, 
uncorrected, might become in the future, 
as it has been in the past, a source of 
= to the peace of the colony. 

The Committee need hardly point out 
that the beneficial measures inaugurated 
by your Excellency still need the support 
and guidance which only a Governor of 
great experience and authority can give, 
and that in new hands, however able, there 
would be a risk of serious loss to very im- 
portant interests in the island, The Com- 
mittee have therefore observed with very 
deep regret an expression in a published 
letter of your Excellency’s, intimating 
your intention to retire before long from 
your most useful, and honoured, though 
doubtless onerous, position. 

The Committee cannot presume to know 
all the reasons that are likely to favour 
such a decision in your Excellency’s mind, 
but they venture, as a body deeply inter- 
ested in the prosperity of Jamaica, and 
that solely on grounds of humanity and 
the public welfare, to express their fervent 
hope that your administration may yet 
further be prolonged, that your health may 
be preserved, and that the blessing of 
Divine Providence may continue to attend 
on measures conceived in a spirit of strict 
impartiality, and with a view to secure the 
best interests of all classes in Jamaica. 

We have the honour to be, 
Your Excellency’s humble and 
obedient Servants, 

SAMUEL GuRNEY, President of the 

Brit.and For. Anti-Slavery Society. 


JOSEPH COOPER, Honorary 


EpMuND SrTuRGE, Slemetaerias 


Rosert A.sop, 
BENJAMIN MILLARD, Secretary. 
ALFRED Wm. BENNETT, ) 
Epwp. B. UNDERHILL, D.D., 
J. Muttens, D.D., 
J. H. WItson, 
ALEXANDER HANNAY, 
Luke H. Wisemay, M.A., Com- 
THomas Harvey, mittee. 
JoHN TAYLOR, 
W.H. Warton, 
J.O.WHITEHOUSE, 
FREDK. WHEELER, 
WIitiaM Brewin. J 
July 16, 1872. 
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(Reply.) 
To THE COMMITTEE OF THE BRITISH AND 
Foreign ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


GENTLEMEN,—I am deeply gratified by 
the address which I have received from you. 
I cannot but take a pride in your congratu- 
lations, though sensible that they attribute 
too much of the success which has attended 
the late change in the constitution of this 
colony to myself individually. It is my 
firm conviction that whoever had been at 
the head of affairs in this colony, when 
once a form of government adapted to its 
peculiar circumstances was constituted, the 
old abuses must have withered away, and 
with their destruction the natural advan- 
tages of this island must have had their 
proper effect. 

I rejoice to find that you attach the same 
great importance, morally and politically, 
as well as economically, that I a myself, 
to the discouragement of what is called 
squatting. I hope that before long a prac- 
tice by which a large part of the land of 
this island has been abandoned as it were 
to open plunder, will be a thing altogether 
of the past. Accessible courts of justice, 
with the aid of laws suited to the time 
and place, have removed and are removing 
daily countless evils ; but they are removin 
no evil more fatal to moral and materia 
well-being than the habit of lawless ap- 
propriation of land, whether in parcels 
small or large. 

You do me much honour in expressing a 
wish that my administration may be pro- 
longed. My service in Jamaica has reached 
the usual term already, and it is likely to 
be prolonged for another year, in which’time 
I hope, if I be spared, to see one scheme 
towards which I have been long working 
fairly started—I mean the Spanish Town 
College, an institution which, if successful, 
may be the beginning of achange to which 
no man can assign a limit ; doing for the 
superior classes what the new elementary 
school system is actually at work upon 
successfully with the lower classes, It will 
then be well, I really believe, that some 
younger and stronger man should take 
my place, to supply whatever may have 
been my shortcomings, and to carry on 
with a fresh spirit whatever measures may 
have been rightly designed. 

I thank you, Gentlemen, most sincerely, 
for this honourable mark of your confi- 


dence. 
J. P. GRANT. 
Craigton, Jamaica, August 21, 1872. 
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THE VOTE TO EX-GOVERNOR 
EYRE. 


SIncE the issue of our last number the 
Government has obtained a grant of 
£4,133 for Ex-Governor Eyre to reimburse 
the legal expenses incurred in his defence. 
We feel it a duty to enter our solemn pro- 
test against this award of public money to 
a man whose official conduct stands con- 
demned by the Report of the Royal Com- 
mission, and who has only been shielded 
from the searching inquisition of a British 
court of justice o the Jamaica Bill of 
Indemnity, which was introduced into and 
passed by the House of Assembly, at his 
own. instigation. 

The Ministry did not defend this vote 
on its merits, but proposed and supported 
it in redemption of a pledge given by their 
predecessors in office—an example of 
official etiquette, which we are unable to 
reconcile either with political morality or 
with the safety and rights of our colonial 
fellow-subjects, especially those of the 
weaker races. Happily, as we venture to 
think, the interests at stake were vindi- 
cated by the general tenour of the debate, 
which would prevent the vote from being 
interpreted as a condonation of Mr. Eyre’s 
sanguinary measures. 

An impartial account of his rule in 
Jamaica would be an instructive though 
painful chapter of colonial history. It 
would show that a man, respectable in 
private and domestic life, and fitted to act 
with credit in a subordinate position 
under an able chief, may fail when he 
is placed in the position of a Qo- 
vernor through sheer wrong-headed- 
ness and perverse obstinacy. ‘He took 
the reins in Jamaica at an unfortunate 
time. The fortunes of the colony were in 
a depressed and sinking state ; the Legis- 
lature factious and corrupt ; the labouring 
classes impoverished and _ oppressed. 
During his administration successive 
droughts added to the general distress. 
It would have needed much sympathy, 
patience, and wisdom to have steered 
without harm through a time of so much 
difficulty, and the Governor displayed 
none of these qualities, but fell into a con- 
tentious ual with everybody. Those 
of higher position who tried to force an 
example of fl t jobbery on his notice 
(the tramroad 1 were treated as factious 
opponents. Dr. Underhill and the Baptist 
missionaries, who earnestly invoked the 
attention of the Colonial Office to the dis- 
tressed condition of the peasantry, were 
counted conspirators and disloyal persons, 
and some of their letters were opened and 
examined in the Kingston Post Office. 

The scarcity produced by the drought led 
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to a great increase of offences, particularly 
the theft of poultry, fruit, and growing crops 
of provisions. The Governor's sole plan of 
meeting this evil was by new laws in- 
creasing the severity of punishments and 
enlarging the number of offences of this 
class. The taking of fruit growing in un- 
enclosed land was made an offence punish- 
able by imprisonment. The jails of the 
island became crowded to excess, and men 
working in chains were a common sight 
on the streets and highways. We might 
add many and yet more striking instances 
of the general policy of this misguided 
Governor, which had the characteristic, un- 
happy in this instance, of consistency— 
consistency in harshness and unwisdom. 
When the riot unhappily and unexpec- 
tedly occurred in St. Thomas-in-the-East, 
Governor Eyre acted as might been ex- 
ected from his governmental antecedents. 
he results we all know, and we will spare 
ourselves and our readers the pain of fur- 
ther allusion to them. We cannot, how- 
ever, conclude without saying that much 
responsibility rests on the then authorities 
at bane for the continuance in office of a 
man of his peculiar temperament. His 
official correspondence, recorded in the 
Blue-books, display his “te oa: and 
ought, in connection with the warnings 
and appeals from other quarters, to have 
awakened the Colonial Office to a percep- 
tion of his unfitness for the office which he 
filled, and from which he should have been 
removed long before the outbreak occurred. 
We thankfully believe evil has been 
overruled for good. The hopeless legisla- 
ture of Jamaica has been abolished. For 
the first time in its history the revenue is 
honestly collected and applied, justice is 
brought within the reach of all, and affairs 
are administered for the public good instead 
of being shamefully me corruptly jobbed. 
Under the calm, prudent, and able govern- 
ment of Sir J. P. Grant, this island is steadily 
eae and the great mass of the popu- 
tion are contented and peaceable. 








THE NEW IMMIGRATION BILL IN 
BRITISH GUIANA. 


Tuts bill, sent out by the Home Govern- 
ment, was at the sailing of the packet still 
before the Court of Policy in British Guiana. 
If not misinformed, we believe it is an im- 

rovement in some respects on the existing 

w, and throws the whole of the cost of 
importing coolies upon the planters em- 
ploying them. It is proposed to make the 

octors Government officers, and to pay for 
medical attendance on immigrants from the 
public purse. To this some persons in the 
colony make strong objection. 
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TUESDAY, JULY 23RD. 


THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE. 


Lord STRATHEDEN rose to move an 
address praying Her Majesty to take such 
measures as are necessary to assist the 
cruisers employed in the repression of the 
slave-trade on the Eastern Coast of Africa. 
On the Western Coast of Africa it was no 
longer necessary to keep up a blockade, 
but on the Eastern Coast the slave-trade 
still baffled the exertions of our cruisers, 
and the Treasury appeared to withhold the 
assistance necessary for its repression. 


REMEDIAL MEASURES RECOMMENDED. 


The Committee appointed by Lord 
Clarendon shortly before his death, and a 
Committee appointed by the House of 
Commons last year, had recommended 
remedial measures, such as a revision of 
our treaties with the Sultan of Zanzibar, 
the restriction of the export of domestic 
slaves along the coast, which was now 
legal, and the gradual abolition of domestic 
slavery in Zanzibar ; and since these would 
involve a pecuniary loss, it had been sug- 

ted that he should have a pecuniary 
indemnity. 


REPRESSION ESSENTIAL, 


The repression of the traffic was as essen- 
tial on the Eastern as on the Western Coast, 
for it had been shown by Dr. Livingstone, 
and other aes Ee witnesses, that the 
trade penetrated farther year by year into 
the interior, population flying before it, 
and that it would ultimately reach regions 
which the extent of the Western traffic 
had raised to comparative prosperity. The 
noble lord concluded by moving that a 
humble address be presented to Her Majesty 
praying that such measures as were neces- 
sary to assist the cruisers employed in the 
repression of the slave-trade on the Eastern 
Coast of Africa might be adopted. 

The Bishop of WINCHESTER seconded 
the motion, and explained that he did so 
on the ground that he believed Great 
Britain had thoroughly determined to do 
whatever was right and was in her power 
to put an end to this trade. 


IGNORANCE RESPECTING THE SLAVE- 
TRADE, 


There was very great ignorance in Eng- 
land at this moment as to the amount of 
the slave-trade on the Eastern Coast of 
Africa. As far as he could ascertain from 
the best evidence he could obtain, 90,000 
slaves were exported from that coast an- 
nually, and as each slave exported cost 
the lives of from five to ten natives, no 
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less than from 350,000 to 500,000 persons 
were yearly carried off by the man-hunters 
who carried on this trade. But this con- 
siderable loss to the population of the 
countries which bordered the Eastern 
Coasts of Africa was not the only evil that 
resulted from this trade. Dr. Livingstone 
had shown that, owing to the slave-trade 
having spread into the interior, the land 
on the shores of Lake Nyanza had ceased 
to be cultivated, and the cotton mills to be 
worked ; while the once prosperous inhabi- 
tants, who had been reduced to a mere 
handful in point of numbers, fled on the 
approach of strangers, fearing that they 
might be man-hunters seeking for fresh 
victims. 


ENGLAND DESIROUS TO WIPE OUT THE 
INJURY. 

The people of England were desirous, 
as far as possible, of ip out the injury 
their forefathers had done to Africa by 
encouraging the slave-trade in former 
years ; and, unless we took active steps in 
the matter, all that had been done hitherto 
would be useless. After reading carefully 
through the evidence taken before the 
Committee of the House of Commons and 
before the Foreign Office Committee, it 
appeared to him that a hearty determina- 
tion on our part would enable us in a 
short time to sweep away this great evil 
from the earth. 


EVILS OF EXISTING TREATIES. 


Under the existing treaties we were 
bound not to interfere with the home slave- 
trade of Zanzibar, nor with the slave-ships, 
within certain limits, which carried on the 
trade with Arabia, Persia, and Madagascar. 
The great evil of this arrangement was that 
the owners of slavers were tempted by it 
to run the gauntlet of our cruisers beyond 
the prescribed limits, and that the slaves 
confined on board those ships endured most 
dreadful sufferings. In his opinion this 
country ought to enter into fresh treaties 
with the Sultans of Zanzibar and Muscat, 
under which provision should be made for 
the immediate extinction of the export 
trade, and for the speedy termination of the 
home trade in slaves. 


INFLUENCE OF LEGITIMATE TRADE. 


The Sultan of Zanzibar would soon find 
out that, by relinquishing that part of his 
revenue derived from this miserable traffic, 
his income would not be diminished, be- 
cause it would be enormously increased by 
the enlargement of legitimate trade. During 
the past six years the legitimate trade of 


Zanzibar had increased from £245,981 to 
£487,693, and if the slave-trade were 
abolished, and the legitimate resources of 
the country developed, in a short time the 
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advantage to the Sultan’s revenue would 
be enormous. 


PROPOSAL TO PAY £8,000 TO THE SULTAN. 


It was proposed in the Committee of the 
House of Commons that we should for the 
time take upon ourselves, charging one- 
half to ourselves here and one-half to the In- 
dian revenue, which would be greatly bene- 
fited by the arrangement, a sum of £8,000 
a year; and by making the Sultan of Zan- 
zibar clear from the payment of that £8,000 
a year we could obtain his assent toa treaty 
that would enable us in a short and ascer- 
tainable time to do away with that great 
abomination from the face of the earth. 


WANTED—CONSULAR AGENTS, INCREASE OF 
CRUISERS, CO-OPERATION WITH OTHER 
POWERS. 


What was also wanted was a small in- 
crease to our consular establishment on the 
coast of Zanzibar itself where that traffic 
prevailed, and also a very small addition 
to our cruising force, so as to make it 
effectual for its object. It was proved 
in evidence before the Committee of the 
House of Commons that the whole increase 
of force that would be necessary to stop 
that traffic would be to have permanently 
three cruisers and one launch, with power 
for the Consul to employ occasionally at 
certain times of the year one additional 
cruiser. In the report of the Committee 
of the House of Commons of last year it 
was stated that a proposal had been made 
by which the cost of the maintenance of 
the consular agency at Zanzibar should be 
divided between the Imperial and the In- 
dian revenues, as the duties of that agency 
were —_ of an Imperial and partly of 
an Indian character, but the proposal was 
negatived by the Lords Commissioners of 
the Treasury ; and, in consequence of that 
refusal, matters had been brought to an 
entire dead-lock. That was not a satisfac- 
tory state in which to leave things; and 
he, therefore, hoped to hear from the 
Foreign Secretary that that dead-lock was 
no longer to continue. 


A REMARKABLE BOOK—A BOLD CHARGE. 


A remarkable book had lately appeared 
in France, in which the writer boldly 
charged the English people with a want of 
honesty and truth in their efforts to put 
down the slave-trade, asserting that we 
wished to maintain it as an excuse for 
keeping a certain force on that coast in 
order to keep down French influence there. 
Anything more ridiculous could hardly be 
put forward by a French writer of reputa- 
tion than the idea that England was actu- 
ated by such motives. At the same time 
he thought that that fact marked the readi- 
ness of the French mind to unite with us 
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in earnest exertions to extirpate that 
abominable traffic. He thought that Ger- 
many and. Ameriea, who were both inte- 
rested in the extinction of that traffic and 
the opening of legitimate trade, might in 
like manner be induced to join with us in 
such efforts, and he felt assured that the 
mind and will of Europe expressed on that 
point would deliver those regions of the 
globe from groaning under such grievous 
wrongs, 


DANGERS IF DUTY IS NEGLECTED. 


Their lordships would, perhaps, pardon 
him if he spoke strongly on that question, 
because he felt that if in any degree this 
generation shrank back from that which 
their fathers had undertaken, or suffered, 
from inertness, or any other cause, an evil 
which they had pledged this country to put 
down, to spring up again without our using 
every means in our power to stay it, we 
should be in danger of bringing again upon 
this land those curses the entail of which 
he trusted might have been cut off. He 
ventured, then, to express his firm belief 
that the country did expect and would 
require that everything which could justly | 
oak honestly be done should be done to 
suppress that evil traffic. (Hear.) 

ord STANLEY OF ALDERLEY urged some 
objections to the motion. 
rl GRANVILLE believed that the very 
short statement he had to make would in- 
duce the noble lord to withdraw the motion. 
The statements made with regard to the 
horrors of the slave-trade were no exagge- 
ration of the facts. The noble lord, how- 
ever, had failed to distinguish between the 
slave-trade on the East and West Coast, 
although there were many points which 
showed the trade on the West to be much 
less horrible than that on the East Coast. 


OTHER POWERS READY TO CO-OPERATE, 


Admitting it was expedient we should 
take a leading part in the suppression of 
this horrible c, he said it was also ne- 
cessary that we should do so in conjunction 
with other Powers, and with this in view 
he had communicated with France, the 
United States, Germany, and Portugal, 
stating the facts and asking for co-opera- 
tion. A most cordial reply had come from 
the United States, and a very similar 
answer had come from France; Portugal 
at first desired to make inquiries on the 
subject, but had since, within the last few 
days, expressed a desire to co-operate. The 
German Government wished to consult 
certain Chambers of Commerce interested 
in general trade with the district, but he 
had little doubt that a favourable response 
would eventually be received from Ger- 
many. 
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RECOMMENDATION OF STEAMERS AND 
RESIDENTS FAVOURABLY CONSIDERED. 


The recommendation that a line of 
steamers should be provided, securing 
monthly communication with the coast, 
had been favourably considered by the 
Government, and communications were 
now going on between the Treasury and 
the Board of Trade on the subject, which 
he hoped would result in that means of 
communication being established. The 
recommendation that a resident should be 
appointed had also been favourably con- 
sidered, the only question pending being 
whether the expense pe not be borne 
in part by the Indian Government. Seein 
that the Government were dealing wit 
the matter to the best of their ability, he 
trusted the noble lord would withdraw his 
motion. 

Lord StRATHEDEN would not detain the 
House by stating his reasons, but declined 
to withdraw his motion. 

The motion for the previous question 
was then carried. 

Their lordships adjourned at eight 
o'clock. 





VALMASEDA’S FAILURE TO CON- 
QUER THE CUBANS BY ARMS 
OR BY GOLD. 


VALMASEDA promised the Madrid Cabi- 
net that he would suppress the revolution 
in Cuba by the Ist of April. Having 
failed by force of arms, he resolved to try 
treachery. Knowing that in Spain gold 
has more power than gunpowder, he con- 
cluded that the same means would be suc- 
cessful in Cuba. He interviewed the 
members of the Casino in Havannah, 
obtained a million of dollars, and secured 
the services of Pedro Aguero, a noted cha- 
racter skilled in plotting, to seduce some of 
the chief military commanders of the 
patriots with a view to obtain the surrender 
of President Cespedes. Valmaseda moved 
his army of 2,500 soldiers near the river 
Cauto ; Aguero managed to enter within 
the lines of the patriots, and succeeded in 
seducing Col. Marcial Gomez, chief of the 
staff of General Diaz, who was encamped 
between the river Cauto and the road to 
Las Tunas. While Aguero was carrying 
on negotiations with Gomez, it so hap- 

ened that President Cespedes arrived at 
Genietal Diaz’s head-quarters and heard of 
Valmaseda’s disposition of troops ; he sum- 
moned Generals Vicento Gargia and Gar- 
rido with all their forces to a selected spot. 
Meanwhile Gomez was suspected, watched, 
found negotiating with Aguero, and was 


seized with correspondence on his person 
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which not only convicted seven other 
Cuban officers, but which also disclosed the 
whole of Valmaseda’s plans. Marcial 
Gomez and his accomplice were tried, con- 
victed, and put to death. 

Valmaseda, ignorant of what had hap- 
pened, and big with joy that his promise to 
subdue the revolution by April lst was 
about to be fulfilled, was waiting for the 
signal to march his troops into the camp of 
the rebels, when suddenly he was attacked 
by Cespedes’ soldiers, who killed and 
wounded 1,100 of the Spanish army, and 
Valmaseda had to escape as fast as possible 
to Manzanilla. The patriots have not 
been conquered. They maintain their 
position as strongly as ever, and on the 11th 
of July Valmaseda delivered up his office 
to Caballos, with promises unfulfilled, gold 
wasted, and the patriots as strong as ever. 
Let Spain proclaim to all the sLAVES IM- 
MEDIATE AND COMPLETE EMANCIPATION, 
and she will then effect what military 
power and abundance of gold have failed 
to accomplish. 








THE IN#LUENCE OF SLAVERY IN 
REFERENCE TO PROPERTY. 


WE are continually receiving fresh illus- 
trations of the disastrous influence of slavery 
in causing men to set aside those principles 
of action which lie at the foundation of a 
country’s welfare and prosperity. When 
slavery has been swept away, the effects 
continue to be felt, and it is only after a 
considerable time of corrective discipline, 
that a healthy state of things will appear. 
The following case, condensed from an ar- 
ticle in the Jamaica County Union news- 
paper, will show what has been the state of 
things with regard to the management of 
property in Jamaica, and how that a course 
of corrective discipline is bringing about a 
healthier state of society. 

Fifty years ago a planter in Jamaica died, 
leaving eight sugar estates, five coffee and 
other plantations, to which were attached 
1,479 apprentices or slaves, to his son and 
heir-at-law, and a large number of credi- 
tors. Suits were eventually filed in the 
Jamaica Court of Chancery, which placed 
the property in the hands of a receiver, 
with little practical benefit to the heir-at- 
law and creditors. On the death of the first 
receiver the Court appointed a new receiver, 
who was an “honorable” gentleman, a 
magistrate, and member of the Legislature. 
From inquiries made it now appears that 
this gentleman dealt with the estate as his 
own private property, and pocketed all that 
was convertible into cash. He sold, with- 
out order of the Court, some of the proper- 
ties ; on several cultivation was abandoned, 
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and nearly all those not sold were rented 
out. When this trustee died, about ten 
years ago, no other receiver was appointed, 
and the several parties in possession either 
retained them without payment of rent or 
sold them to others. The history of this 
and other similar cases is illustrative of the 
manner in which large estates, capable of 
yielding handsome returns, were, by negli- 

ence and fraud, made away with. A 
aithful and full report of the manner in 
which many large and valuable properties 
have been dealt with by dishonest agents 
would be startling. The cry of “negro” 
squatting, as if the black man could be the 
only being guilty of this evil, led Sir John 
P. Grant to cause diligent search to be 
made for missing property, especially for 
that at one time in the charge of the Court 
of Chancery, and the result is that large 
runs of land, and, in some cases, valuable 
and cultivated estates, fraudulently held or 
feloniously sold, are being recovered by 
Crown Government to revert to their right- 
ful owners, or to the Crown, on behalf of 
the colony. 








THE CHARACTER OF THE NATIVES 
OF AFRICA BEYOND THE SLAVE- 
TRADE REGIONS. 


“ FORTUNATELY, as Dr. Livingstone 
says with unction, “I was in a country 
now, after leaving the shores of the Nassau, 
where the feet of the slave-trader had not 
trod ; it was a new and virgin land, and of 
course, as I have always found it, in such 
cases the natives were really good and 
hospitable, and for very small portions of 
cloth my baggage was conveyed from vil- 
lage to village by them.” In many other 
ways the traveller, in his extremity, was 
kindly treated by the undefiled and un- 
spoilt natives—New York Herald. 


REVIEWS. 


The Present Position and Future Prospects 
of British Guiana. By Ricuarp H. 
WHITFIELD, Barrister-at-Law. London: 
81, Fleet Street. 


Under the above title we have received 
two pamphlets in which the writer shows 
that the influence of the sugar-planter in 
and on the Legislation and Government of 
British Guiana needs diminution ; that the 
attention of the Government is impercep- 
tibly and unconsciously withdrawn from 
the condition of the people to the products 
of the land; and its functions diverted 
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from the welfare of the many to stimulat- 
ing the interests of a few. This course 
has been followed in too many of our colo- 
nies, and will be sure, sooner or later, to 
produce disastrous results to all interests 
concerned. Though we cannot commit 
ourselves to the various remedial measures 
proposed, we cordially recommend the 
ae of the =) xm From the re- 
erence to the Anti-Slavery Society in the 
first letter, the author seems to be unac- 
uainted with the extent of slavery and 
the slave-trade still existing in the world, 
and of the persevering labours of the 
Anti-Slavery Bociety for the extinction of 
these evils. 


O Abolicionisto Publicacao da Sociedad 
Libertadora. Bahia: 1872. 


Several numbers of a new Anti-Slavery 
periodical in the Portuguese language have 
reached us. It is published at ia, and 
as a moral protest against slavery it has its 
value, but it contemplates the promotion 
of the abolition of slavery by slow and 
gradual steps. The editors undoubtedly 
mean well, but they shut their eyes to the 
important facts, that wherever gradual 
means have been tried they have failed ; 
whilst immediate emancipation has in 
every instance been successful. 

ey do, however, condemn the Act of 
September, as neither satisfying the exi- 
encies of morality nor of public opinion. 

e trust the editors may yet see that it is 
both the interest and duty of all parties 
in Brazil to get rid of slavery altogether, 
and not merely to lop off some of its 
branches. 


The Slave-trade in Africa in 1872. Prin- 
cipally Carried on for the Supply of 
Turkey, Egypt, Persia, and Zanzibar. 
B Reins Panax BERLIoUx, Professor 
of History in the Lyceum of Lyons. 
From the French. With a Preface by 
Joseph Cooper. Marsh, Bishopsgate 
Street Without. 


This is a very valuable work which we 
cordially welcome. It makes its appear- 
ance at a time when much needed. From 
some cause a widespread ignorance pre- 
vails among all classes of the community 
respecting the East African Slave-trade. 
Till within a short time ago the impression 
abroad has been that, as the traffic was sup- 
—— on the West Coast of Africa, it had 


sappeared altogether from that continent. | 
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M. Berlioux shows that, so far from this 
being the case, the evil is carried on in 
East and North-East Africa, over an extent 
of country greater than the whole of 
Europe, and with horrors which were un- 
known in the Western regions of Africa. 
Over 70,000 persons are annually carried 
off as slaves, while the number of the dead 
left behind is incalculable, and the misery 
occasioned in the devastated districts is in- 
describable. We strongly recommend the 
perusal of this volume, and are glad to see 
that a cheap edition has been issued. 








SLAVES IN PORTO RICO. 

“A. ~ gry Abolitionist,” in the Times 
of the 24th of September, states that under 
Sefior Moret’s Act of 1870 the number of 
slaves in Porto Rico has been diminished 
by 100,000! So far is this from being cor- 
rect, that according to the census in 1860 
the number of slaves was 41,736, and on 
August 22, 1870, more than two months 
before the 23rd of June law of the Cortes 
was published in that island, the English 
Consul at Porto Rico informed Lord Gran- 
ville that there were 35,000 slaves, not one 
of whom, between the ages of two and sixty 
years, and those belonging to the State, is 
affected by the Seijior Moret Act ; what 
then becomesof “A Spanish Abolitionist’s” 
eeennry aang Tyg my The Represen- 
tatives of Porto Rico in the Cortes have 
asked for immediate abolition of slavery, 
and the Madrid Cabinet turn a deaf ear to 
their appeals, knowing that this will be 
fatal to their policy towards Cuba. 
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